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Principal’s Welcome
Dear Parents and Carers
The academic year has come to an end, in fact it has flown 
by. I would like to thank you all for the support you have giv-
en to MCA throughout. It has been a largely positive year, 
very busy but also very rewarding. We had a fantastic end to 
the term with various trips, celebrations and competitions 
that hopefully gave many of you great memories, showcased 
the many talents of our students and acknowledged their 
hard work.

I have been exceptionally proud to lead and work in such 
a richly diverse school community in which students with 
different languages, cultures and religions learn together in 
harmony. MCA’s comprehensive nature is something that 
we value immensely. Thank you for supporting the MCA 
community.

I would like to take the opportunity to give a few updates:

Uniform:
Please ensure your child has the correct uniform in Septem-
ber. We want our children to look smart each day. Some 
students wanted a blazer with a badge but we have decided 
to keep it plain black so that it is cheaper to replace when 
students grow. 

We are introducing an OPTIONAL black v-neck jumper 
with the MCA logo on that can be purchased from Ziggy’s 
near to MCA, there are 2 prices to choose from. Students 
DO NOT have to wear this but can if they wish. This should 
only be worn with the blazer and not instead of. 

Please ensure that skirts are appropriate. We can often have 
long debates about what is appropriate and girls are all dif-
ferent heights and grow at different times. Skirts should be 
around knee length and not tight. 

Footwear should only be plain black- no patterns and no 
varying colours on the trim. Please ensure they are appro-
priate. I would not like our first communication with any 
parent/ carer to be about incorrect uniform, especially with 
expensive footwear. If in doubt, please ask. Hopefully we 
can all work together to keep our uniform cost effective and 
smart. 

Timetable:
Students and staff told us that they often found lessons too 
long (we have 3 lessons each of 110 minutes). Next year we 

will change this to 4 lessons per day of 80 minutes. This 
will also allow us to offer more choices in KS4 such as triple 
sciences and creative subjects. As a result of this we will 
now finish on a Friday at 12.40pm and not 12.30pm. 
Lunch will still be provided as normal.

Building:
This summer we are continuing to change aspects of the 
building. When students come back in September there will 
be more classroom spaces, computer areas, a dance space, a 
library and even a student leadership zone with table tennis 
and table-football activities to enjoy during social times. I 
want to make the building more immersive and inspiring for 
our students so I hope they like the changes. 

Priorities:
I am determined that we act only in the best interests of our 
children to ensure they enjoy and achieve for next year at 
MCA and aspire to a successful future. 3 priorities in sup-
port of this are:
1. To increase the opportunities for students to read by 

developing a text rich curriculum. This is increasingly 
important as the language used in exams is now more 
challenging. 

2. To ensure every absence is supported and chal-
lenged. It is essential that students attend and arrive on 
time and we are introducing a new attendance policy to 
support this. We want to work with families in ensuring 
that every child has the best chance to make the most 
progress by attending school each day.

3. To develop a curriculum that is more personalised 
to students, gives them a breadth and depth to study 
and allows them to make informed subject choices at 
KS4. We value all subjects equally and want students 
to develop knowledge and skills that will support future 
technology and a global economy. 

We look forward to the new year but equally to the holidays. 
It is important that both staff and students experience some 
lovely times with their loved ones. I understand that may 
families are experiencing challenging circumstances. If we 
can help in anyway during the holidays, please let us know. 
I personally wish you a fantastic summer break and look for-
ward to greeting students on Wednesday 5th September at 
8.25am.

Best wishes
John Rowlands, Principal
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English endeavours

Who Dunnit?
As part of enrichment week Year 7 and 8 took part in a 
murder mystery day called Who Dunnit? Pupils visited a 
crime scene complete with a dead body, tons of evidence, 
eerie lighting and music and even a bizarre informant in 
the shape of Mr Beddows from English! After that pupils 
became investigators by visiting our labs to complete blood 
spatter and fibre analysis with Miss Waring and Mrs Mc-
Donald from Science. For the rest of the day pupils became 
MCA journalists. The pupil reporters were part of a police 
press conference with a real life detective and after seeing 
a CBBC Newsround clip made especially for MCA they 
all had to make their decision on Who Dunnit! Was your 
child correct in identifying the murderer?

Watch the video on our Youtube channel – 
Greater Manchester Academies Trust.

Blood Splatter Testing

Outside reading
Nineteen of the Y7s spent an afternoon in our Forest 
School. They sent the time reading in the splendid weath-
er. They loved learning in a different environment than 
normal.

outside reading

outside reading

Outside reading
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Drop everything and read

Mathwatch & pixl champions
Don’t forget - students can all access a range of helpful 
resources at home, such as MathsWatch and the PiXL 
Maths App.  Congratulations to the following pupils, who 
have been making excellent use of the online resources to 
do lots of useful independent learning.

(Y7) Isha Bangbura, Huda Ibrahim, Bilal Amir, Ramaya 
Thompson, Jesse Williams. (Y8) Elias Asef, Michael Cao.
(Y9) Hassan Khan, Kyle Bracey. (Y10) Mariam Bakunda, 
Muminatou Jallow, Caimen Jackson, Naomi Kapinga, Milli 
Poole.

magnificent maths

Maths Lesson

Chester Zoo
Year 7 had a very engaging day at Chester Zoo looking at 
the variety of life, completing some art pencil observations 
and looking at different world biomes. Other visitors to 
the zoo congratulated our pupils on their behaviour and 
consideration for others. This was echoed by the zoo staff. 
Highlights included the ‘BAT CAVE’, the new baby ele-
phant and the hilarious antics of the chimpanzees.

Chester Zoo

Chester Zoo

Chester Zoo

We are really excited to announce that from September, we will be introducing dedicated Drop Everything and Read 
time every day for every student. The impact of introducing young people to books and supporting their opportunities to 
read regularly cannot be underestimated. This will improve both their spoken and written communication, develop their 
ability to think critically and most importantly, introduce them to exciting new ideas, opinions, cultures, people and lives.

Between 1.25pm and 1.40pm every day, there will be 15 minutes dedicated Drop Everything and Read time. For stu-
dents to get the most out of this experience, we would encourage them to bring their own reading material. This can be a 
fiction or non-fiction book, a magazine or a newspaper that is age appropriate.  

Sensational Science
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Year 11 Revision Session
Year 11s have spent time revising combustion in the 
Forest School at MCA. During the revision session, the 
students spent time lighting fires, toasting marshmallows 
and drinking hot chocolate. The students had been work-
ing really hard for their Year 11 exams so after their Maths 
exam, the Science team took the students into the Forest 
School to revise science in a more practical way. The stu-
dents also spent time practising their core practical skills 
in the labs. Nathan - ‘The practical activity really helped me 
understand combustion’. Dublin -  ‘I have never toast-
ed marshmallows before and I loved it!’ Raqeem - ‘This 
sparked my learning!’

Health & wellbeing
Y11 Revision

Race for Life
Since MCA first opened its door in 2010, we have attend-
ed each Race for Life at Heaton Park and this year was no 
different. The girls and staff dressed up and put in their 
best efforts in 28 degrees to complete the 5k event, All the 
girls tried their hardest and had a great time.

MCA INterhouse Rugby match
It was a hard battle between two successful teams at MCA 
to celebrate National School Sports Week as Y10s took on 
the Y11s in MCA’s first Interhouse Rugby match. 

The game was an excellent showcase of the fantastic talent 
that MCA has to offer with an array of developing rugby 
stars mixed with more experienced students that now play 
club rugby at a Bury Rugby Club.

The hard, gritty contest finished with the Y10s (Yes, the 
younger year group!) edging the tight contest 8 - 7 

Sport’s day 2018
The MCA sports day took place on a beautiful sunny day 
on 19th July 2018. Mr Walker was blasting the beats and 
students and staff were in fine spirits. The competitive 
edge was definitely on display with all houses putting their 
bodies on the line to win every race. Special performance 
from Kelvin Armado in the 100 metre race blasting all his 
competitors out of the water, Dara in Year 9 displaying 
a dominant performance in the relay and 100 metre and 
Dario Bastos in the 800m and relay.

The overall winner were Olympic with the year winner 
being: (Y7) Cooper, (Y8) Olympic, (Y9) Marconi, (Y10) 
Cooper.

Race for life

Y10 vs Y11 Rugby

Sport’s Day



5

Duke of Edinburgh
This month saw 29 Year 9 students complete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award by engaging in their overnight 
camping expedition. The students showed great character, resilience and leadership as they overcame challenges in 
order to achieve the award. From soaring temperatures, horsefly bites, angry farmers, and the occasional encounter with 
cows, the students showed great MCA spirit and worked together to achieve a common goal. The students were inde-
pendent throughout the weekend, setting up their own tents, cooking their meals, making their sandwiches, and most 
of all navigating throughout the day. A special mention to: Maayir, Taiwo, Marshall, Mathew and Junior for excelling and 
being the DofE masters.

Keep an eye open for the video on our YouTube channel.

Global understanding
Geography Creativity Indoors and outdoors
This term, the Geography department has been using space in some creative ways to make some of our bigger ideas even 
more real for students.

Year 8 have been studying rivers and water and classes have been going outdoors to see different ways that water flows on 
different surfaces around the school. They have also been making lots of pop-up models and clay models to help students 
get a hands-on feel for waterfalls and the water cycle.

Year 10 have been studying urbanisation, especially looking at how Manchester has developed in recent years, and we 
built a model representation of the city centre, complete with train stations, tower blocks, and converted-warehouse 
apartments!

In letting students see how these complex concepts look with their own eyes and their own experiments, it has given 
them another way to build on and develop their own understanding of the Geography that is all around us.

Duke of edinburgh

Duke of edinburgh Duke of edinburgh
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Pankhurst Centre Visit
As part of MCA’s British Values programme, Y10 girls 
recently went to the Pankhurst Centre in Manchester to 
explore the fight for equality through exploring the Suffra-
gette movement and how it relates to the modern era. 

MCA pupils were engaged in designing their own banners 
for promoting the struggle for equality for women and 
presented them at the end of the tour. This programme will 
continue in school and hopefully see more female partic-
ipation in the political process and seeking to encourage 
all MCA pupils feel they can make a difference at local, 
Regional and National level.

MOdern foreign languages
Spanish
This month year 7 & 8 Spanish have been watching the 
film ‘Coco’. The film explores the Mexican festival of ‘Día 
de los Muertos’ or ‘Day of the Dead’. The award-winning 
Spanish language film provided the students with a cul-
tural understanding of an important Mexican tradition, 
whilst also testing their Spanish skills. Watching films is 
an important and exciting part of language learning and 
the students enjoyed it thoroughly. The film also included 
catchy songs which the students enjoyed learning.

French
In French, the year 7 & 8s also took part in a film project, 
watching ‘Le Petit Nicolas’. The comedic film centres on 
a boy named Nicolas in 1950’s France, who gets into all 
sorts of funny situations. The students prepared vocabulary 
around holidays and family to aid the understanding of the 
film. The students found it very engaging, funny and learnt 
many useful French phrases.

Design and Technology
Enrichment week
For enrichment week in Technology students designed 
their own acrylic festival glasses on the computer. The 
glasses were then cut out using the laser cutter and stu-
dents used the strip heater to shape them into the correct 
position. Spray paint was added as a finishing touch to 
create a bright, colourful and unique product that they 
were able to wear

Pankhurst centre visit

Enrichment weekEnrichment week

Enrichment week
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Creative Arts
Singer of the Year
This half term saw the amazing return of MCA’s Singer of 
the Year and it didn’t disappoint! The event was hosted, 
just down the road, at the Irish Heritage Centre.

It’s safe to say that judging these performances has become 
increasingly difficult, as the talent reaches an all-time high 
standard. We had stunning performances from Year 9 - 11 
students; their tone, pitch and all-star quality left some au-
dience members wanting more, if not feeling a bit envious 
of their talent. 

We are always overwhelmed, and in awe, of the range of 
talent. Never before have we seen such a bursting room for 
this event; thank you to all of the parents, families, friends 
and staff for their continued support. A huge congratula-
tion to our winners: Deborah, Hope, Chloe and Adedapo. 

Watch the video on our Youtube channel – 
Greater Manchester Academies Trust.

Art Exhibition
On Thursday 5th July, MCA hosted its first Art & Design 
exhibition. The event showcased work that Year 10 and 
Year 11 students have created within GCSE Art, Photogra-
phy, 3D Design, Graphics and Textiles throughout the ac-
ademic year. Over 120 staff, students and parents attended 
and they were treated to arguably the best collection of 
artwork produced at MCA since we opened in 2010. The 
exhibition was supported by Greater Manchester Higher, 
who provided information about careers/post 16 options 
for Art students. Salford University, UCEN Manchester 
and Manchester College also provided information and 
student-led workshops about higher education/degree op-
tions within Art. The evening was a great success and will 
hopefully become an annual fixture at MCA. Thank you to 
all staff in involved - particularly our technicians Annalise 
Herd, Ryan Cretney and Tom McCrory who did a brilliant 
job displaying the work. The results of the ‘Best in Show’ 
vote will be revealed at the MCA awards evening in the near 
future. The evening was a great success!

Young Singer of the year

Deborah

chloe

Art Exhibition

Art Exhibition

Kenya

Young Singer of the Year took place on Tuesday 19th July 
evening at The Irish World Heritage Centre. Kenya Mach-
ache took first place singing “When We Were Young.” 
Katie Yates came in second, Lily Fox came third and Poppy 
Chandler won the audience vote. It was an amazing show-
case of talent from our Year 7 and Year 8 students.
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Learning
Prom
On Thursday the 12th of July our 2018 Year 11 leavers 
relished in a night of entertainment and enjoyable mo-
ments. The students were unaware of the secret location, 
so were overwhelmed with excitement when the staff greet-
ed them off the coaches onto the red carpet.

They then sat down for an appetising two course meal and 
danced the night away. Everyone seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy themselves and we look forward to seeing them again 
on results day!

The national football museum
The EAL students visited The National Football Museum and had a ball of a time. Many of the pupils were ecstatic as they 
were football mad, with others finding a new sense of joy from football. All the students learnt some new and interesting 
things on the topic.

PROM

PROM

PROM

football museum

football museum

A Visit form the Netherlands
As part of our aim to develop and secure links with interna-
tional schools we were delighted to welcome students from 
‘Anna Van Rijn College’ in the Netherlands in June. This 
was the third time students from their college visited MCA. 
The students were visiting the Community UK for 4 days 
and joined in with our students in creative arts lessons to 
improve their English Netherland students
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create education project
Greater Manchester Academies Trust is delighted to announce that it has become the first CREATE Education Hub in 
Manchester. This will provide exciting opportunities for our students, parents, other local schools and the wider commu-
nity to develop skills and further their understanding of the design industry from hands-on interaction with modern pro-
cesses (i.e. 3D printing, laser cutting, CAD CAM software and specialist CNC (Computer Numerical Control) machines 
used for processes such as turning, milling and routing.

 At Manchester Communication Academy (MCA) we have successfully embedded the use of Ultimaker’s 3D printers into 
our Key Stage 4 curriculum and Extended Schools Programme. In addition, based at MCA we now have two certified 
Autodesk Fusion 360 instructors, who in addition to delivering training to our students, will be accessible in providing 
training and CPD to the wider community and local schools. Further information on which can be accessed by contacting 
Tom McCrory or Martin Roberts on 0161 202 0161.

Year 11 Leaver’s Assembly
All of Year 11 together for the last time before their final exams. We shared some great memories from their 5 years at 
Manchester Communication Academy.

NHS CAreers Fair
Students from across Year 9 who have an interest in an 
NHS career were taken to the fayre earlier this month. It 
was an opportunity to speak to specialists within the fields 
about what the job entails, but also about learning the 
routes they need to take in the next few years with regards 
to GCSE choices, A level Pathways and then the correct 
selection of degree courses to take. Students were able to 
get hands on with a number of stalls around the fayre. 

Studio Orka
Belgian Theatre Company, Studio ORKA presented their 
play INUK in the grounds of MCA from Wednesday 4 July 
– Saturday 7 July 2018.

INUK was presented by Manchester International Festival 
and Z-arts and is part of Manchester International Fes-
tival’s year-round programme of activity for families and 
young people across Manchester.

Over 650 people, including students and families from 
MCA and MCPA attended the performances throughout 
the week.Studio Orka

NHS Fair

Y11 leaver’s Assembly

Y11 Assembly



CAreers, Pathways, partnerships
During the summer term all Year 10 students had the opportunity to develop new skills and gain valuable experience in 
work settings and/or with industry.

These opportunities included working with HMG Paints Ltd, Sharp Project, Manchester City Council, MCPA, Walking 
with the Wounded, Mantra Learning, Greater Manchester Youth Network and Hair & Beauty specialist.
In addition, a small number of Year 11 students have been spending one day per week at Mantra Learning, resulting in 
two students now being the youngest qualified fork lift drivers in the country!
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Prefects Application
Over the last few weeks Year 9 and Year 10 students have been applying to become MCA prefects. There were over 60 
applications and some very strong applicants. It has been really positive to read about all the additional things our stu-
dents are involved in, both within the academy and in the wider community. After a very rigorous process, we have now 
appointed 23 Year 10 prefects and 12 Year 9 prefects and we are very much looking forward to the upcoming year with 
our new student leaders. In addition to this we have appointed a brand new Student Council, Health Ambassadors and 
Sports Leaders. We believe this is just the start of something and will be looking to expand on our student leadership 
offer. 

Diversity Week
During diversity week students had the opportunity to 
highlight how MCA celebrates diversity and ways we can 
further improve. Staff completed profiles to share their 
diversity in their cultures and religious beliefs. Lessons 
had a number of activities taking place to apply diversity 
into our learning. Our EAL students shared a number of 
dishes with staff from their cultures also. Students and staff 
throughout the week donated to the Just Like Us Charity 
and were given Ribbons for their support. 

Careers

Careers

Manchester School Awards
This year MCA were a Finalist for the MEN Schools 
Awards for Healthy Living. There has been a huge push 
within MCA to prioritise the Wellbeing of its staff and stu-
dents and due to the hard work, MCA was the only Second-
ary School in Greater Manchester to be a finalist for this 
award. Very sadly we were not successful in coming away 
with the award, but were very proud of our achievements 
and Kameron and Zandile represented MCA at the HIlton 
at these prestigious awards and had an experience they will 
never forget. 

MEN Awards ceremony

Careers
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Celebration Evening
On Wednesday 18th July we celebrated our first ever 
awards ceremony. This was an evening to showcase the 
hard work and achievements of our students in Year 7 
through to Year 10 and included subject awards, sports 
awards, community awards and the Student of the Year.   
It was heartwarming to see the students beaming smiles 
as they collected their certificate and trophy from our 
Principal and special guest Joe Thompson. Joe plays for 
Rochdale FC and had an amazing story of resilience to 
share with our students which will inspire them to always 
strive for their personal best. It was a delightful event and 
one we will continue in years to come. Student of the Year 
Award Winners: Armando Beqa (Y7), Morgan Riley (Y8), 
Valentina Beqa (Y9), Hasnaa Hayder (Y10).  

Community Learning
Our staff and school building are a great community asset for residents of North Manchester.  The investment that we 
make towards our local community, means that our facilities are used extensively during evenings and weekends for a 
huge variety of activities. Each week we have over 1600 people through our doors, outside of school hours.

Our Community Learning Department has had a busy term with a record of over 500 Adult Learners accessing our 
courses. You can complete courses in IT, Cookery, English, First Aid, Food Safety and we are always open to other 
course suggestions as they arise.

Our Holiday programme for 5- 16 years is more popular than ever, with 250 children attending each day and benefitting 
from a packed programme of physical and mental well being, along with a free breakfast and lunch.

This is just a snapshot of the things we do within our community. If you would like to get involved please call our commu-
nity department on 0161 202 0161 or email admin.community@mca.manchester.sch.uk.

Celebration Evening

Celebration Evening

Are you interested in being a Parent Governor?
I have been a parent governor at both a primary and secondary schools for many years. Having been a parent governor at 
MCA for seven years, I have had the great opportunity of being able to see the school and staff grow and develop together. 

It has given me a unique behind the scenes insight to how the school is run and the struggles they face on a daily basis. 
Being a governor is a great opportunity to be able to see the ideas the school has, that then turn into projects and pro-
grammes; which in turn, further develop into successful, fully functioning strategies that not only have we won awards 
for, but that other schools across the Greater Manchester area have taken on board themselves. These are always ideas 
that have had incredible benefits that hugely enhance the students’ experiences, as well as the staff’s continuous profes-
sional development helping to make everyone more knowledgeable.

It’s a privilege to see the work the school does within the school day, and outside in the wider community, which they do 
amazingly, whilst fighting against some difficult situations and negative preconceived ideas.

My role as parent governor is an honour to have and one I cherish. To be a part of MCA’s growing strength and unique 
ethos and to see the students pass through on their educational journey, as we help them to prepare for their future, is an 
absolute pleasure.
Amanda Lund (Parent Governor)

Would you like to join us? If so, please email admin@mca.manchester.co.uk or  send a letter addressed for the attention 
of John Rowlands, Principal, briefly outlining why you are interested and how you would hope to support us. 


