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Principal’s Message
The academic year has come to an end and it 
has been another fantastic year.  I would like to 
thank you all for the support you have given to 
MCA throughout. It has been a largely positive 
year, very busy but also very rewarding. We had 
a fantastic end to the term with various trips, 
celebrations and competitions that hopefully 
gave many of you great memories, showcased the 
many talents of our students and acknowledged 
their hard work. Their determination, hard work 
and resilience inspires us every day. It is a real 
privilege to work with you and your children.

We wish our Year 11 students well and look for-
ward to our current Year 10’s graduating into 
Year 11. A big year awaits and we will be with 
them every step of the way. We also look for-
ward to welcoming our new Year 7 students. The 
school has an increasing number of students on 
our waiting list which is a really pleasing sign as 
we have our highest student numbers ever.  

I have been exceptionally proud to lead and work 
in such a richly diverse school community in 
which students with different languages, cultures 
and religions learn together in harmony. MCA’s 
comprehensive nature is something that we 
value immensely. Thank you for supporting the 
MCA community.

We are really pleased that Ofsted rated us at least 
Good in all areas. The Outstanding grade for Per-
sonal Development and Welfare has been backed 
up by MCA being awarded a prestigious Wellbe-
ing for Schools Award recently. 

Thinking ahead:

Uniform:
Please ensure your child has the correct uni-
form in September. We want our children to look 
smart each day. We have made one slight change. 
Students can wear either the plain black blazer 
(which can be purchased from local supermar-
kets) OR the black V-neck jumper with school 
logo (which can be purchased from Ziggy’s in 
Harpurhey Shopping Centre). They can of course 
wear both if they like… but must wear one. This 

will hopefully make it more cost effective as they 
grow.

We would like to start a uniform swap shop in the 
new term. If you have any old uniform or PE kit 
that does not fit, we would really welcome this 
being donated to us so we can support our fami-
lies.  Please hand in to reception if you can help.

Please ensure that skirts are appropriate. We can 
often have long debates about what is appropri-
ate and girls are all different heights and grow 
at different times. Skirts should be around knee 
length and not tight or made from Lycra.

Footwear should only be plain black- no patterns 
and no varying colours on the trim. Please en-
sure they are appropriate. I would not like our 
first communication with any parent/ carer to be 
about incorrect uniform, especially with expen-
sive footwear. If in doubt, please ask. Hopefully 
we can all work together to keep our uniform 
cost effective and smart. 

School Holidays/ Attendance:
Please be aware of the school holidays for 
2019/20 which is on the website. You will know 
that we have introduced a 2 week break in Oc-
tober 2019 to support families who are fortunate 
enough to holiday. 

Attendance is a key priority for us next year so 
please support us by ensuring your child attends 
school every day. 

If during the holidays you feel that we can sup-
port you in anyway, please do let us know. 
We look forward to the new academic year but 
equally to the holidays. It is important that both 
staff and students experience some lovely times 
with their loved ones. I personally wish you a 
fantastic summer break and look forward to 
greeting students on Wednesday 3rd September 
at 8.25am… like every day we are open much 
earlier for students to receive a free breakfast!

Best wishes
John Rowlands, Principal
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We are so excited to be able to share with you 
that back in June, we were awarded national 
Research School status. Following a thorough 
application process we were selected as one of 10 
new research schools to join the existing 22 that 
form part of the Research School Network. As 
a Research School, we will share what we know 
about putting research into practice, and support 
schools to make better use of evidence so that it 
has an impact in classrooms, therefore improv-
ing the experiences and outcomes for young 
people. Part of this work will be ensuring that 
research shapes what we do at Manchester Com-
munication Academy and part of the work  will 
be to develop a programme of support to ensure 
all schools have access to the evidence-based 
resources, training, and networks that make a 
difference in the classroom.

This is such an exciting next chapter for the 
Academy and we will keep you updated with all 
the developments as they take place. 

More information can be found in the Education 
Endowment Foundations website:

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
news/eef-announces-major-expansion-of-re-
search-schools-network/

WE ARE NOW A NATIONAL 
RESEARCH SCHOOL!

MCA’s Good to Know
School Calendar Dates 19/20

Important
Examination Results Day
Thursday 22nd August

July - Sept
Summer Holiday
Monday 22nd July - Tuesday 3rd September

Autumn Term
October Half Term
Monday 21st October - Friday 1st November  
inclusive (2 weeks)

Christmas Holiday
Monday 23rd Decemeber - Friday 3rd 
January  inclusive (2 weeks)

Spring Term
February Half Term
Monday 17th February - Friday 21st 
February inclusive (1 week)

Easter Holiday 
Monday 6th April - Friday 17th April
inclusive (2 week)

Summer Term
May Bank Holiday
Friday 8th May

May Half Term
Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May
inclusive (1 week)

Staff Training Day
Friday 26th June

Summer Holiday
Friday 24th July

Time in School
Autumn 1: 6 weeks and 3 days
Autumn 2: 7 weeks 
Spring 1: 6 weeks 
Spring 2: 6 weeks
Summer 1: 4 weeks & 4 days
Summer 2: 7 weeks & 3 days
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Duke of Edinburgh | 2019

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Bronze
This year saw 39 Year 9 students com-
plete their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
award. The students have worked 
through a Volunteering section where-
by they baked for the homeless, litter 
picked the school grounds, worked on 
the school garden, and much more. 
They then completed a Physical section 
whereby they designed and complet-
ed a personal training programme, 
and were also involved in playing a 
sport. They completed a Skill section 
which involved attending sessions at 
the Manchester Bouldering centre to 
learn how to boulder. Finally, students 
completed an Expedition section. The 
students ended the year by completing 
2 overnight expeditions. One practice 
and One assessment. During expe-
dition the students had to deal with 
soaring temperatures, herd of cows, 
overgrown fields, and many more 
challenges along the way in order to 
complete the hike. Students completed 
over 15km of walking on each expedi-
tion. Students had to work as part of a 
team to navigate throughout the day, 
set up tents, and cook an evening meal. 
Students showed great independence, 
resilience, leadership, and communi-
cation in order to be successful. Some 
students said this has been the best 
experience they have ever had. A well 
done to all students involved and mas-
sive thanks to all staff involved.

Watch the video on our Youtube Chan-
nel Greater Manchester Academies 
Trust

? The DofE was founded in 1956, and 
was based on Kurt Hahn’s Moray Badge

DID YOU KNOW?
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Cambridge Residential 
Summer School
We are immensely proud that, after a competitive application process, four of our Year 11 pupils have 
successfully gained places on University of Cambridge’s Residential Summer School. The pupils will 
spend a few days working in their chosen faculties with current students and lecturers, gaining a 
real insight into what life at a prestigious university could be like for them in the future. Huge con-
gratulations to Aderonke who will be studying Medicine; Makasa who will be working in the Psychol-
ogy department; Felicia whose chosen faculty is Maths; and Daryl who will be studying Bio-Chemis-
try. We hope you all have a fantastic experience! 

Year 10 Ecology lesson in the 
Forest school
As part of the Combined and Triple Science course, students have to complete an Ecology core prac-
tical on sampling organisms. The on-site forest school at MCA provides the ideal environment for 
students to carry our their investigations. Students used a belt transect to look at the effects of light 
intensity on the number of plant species. Students spent time gathering data and discussing their 
findings. They were able to conclude that light levels impact on the growth of plants and linked this 
to the availability of light for photosynthesis.  They were rewarded for their hard work with marsh-
mallows and hot chocolate with their Science teachers and Community staff.

Photography Architecture 
Trip
Year 9 and 10 students enjoyed blue skies and sunshine in Manchester during a trip to photograph 
the diverse examples of architecture and capture the urban environment for their GCSE portfo-
lio’s. Students have conducted research into photographers of their choice and analysed their work, 
recording reflections and observations in their project PowerPoints. Students are required to draw 
upon fundamental features of the researched work to produce outcomes that are unique to them 
whilst acknowledging the style of the photographers work. The trips were a huge success thanks to 
the unusual, but welcome summer weather and students have been working extremely hard to learn 
new techniques in order to edit their photographs using professional, industry standard editing 
software, Adobe Photo Shop. Some examples can be found on the opposite page.

Residential Summer School Students

Forest School

Science Lesson

5 Photography Trip

Ryan Dean

Racheal Quadri Sarah Saeed



Who Dunnit?
For Personal Enrichment Week in English, Year 
7s took part in a murder mystery day called Who 
Dunnit? In the first session students visited a 
crime scene with Jeff Jefferson (Mr Beddows...
or was it?) to visit a bloody killing from a din-
ner party. There they examined evidence and 
communicated their findings with one another. 
The students were then introduced to six possi-
ble suspects: Mrs White, Colonel Mustard, Pro-
fessor Plum, Miss Scarlet, Reverend Green and 
Dame Peacock. Could they connect the dots by 
matching crime scene findings to the suspects? 

In the next session a real-life detective from 
Greater Manchester Police visited MCA to host 
a press conference on the dinner party mur-
der. As well as finding out about what the de-
tective did in his day-to-day job, he answered 
questions posed by our students - gender of the 
victim? Any motive? The students then wrote an 

unbiased newspaper article based on their re-
search so far. The evidence was stacking up and 
passionate discussions of Who Dunnit? between 
our pupils carried on into lunchtime.

In the final session the students watched a spe-
cially-made Newsround report with guest pre-
senters Lauren and Hacker from CBBC. Most 
didn’t think it was made especially for MCA but 
when they mentioned the school and the case, 
the students went crazy! The celebrities revealed 
yet more evidence to assist the students in mak-
ing their final decision. Using their writing skills 
students made a final persuasive speech and 
performed these in front of their peers before 
*drum roll please* the murderer was revealed. 
But did your child figure out that it was Profes-
sor Plum all along? Hope so! Nonetheless, they 
had a fantastic time getting there!

Students taking a look 
at the suspects

A student reading his final speech

Press conference

Students discussing the facts 
and their opinions

7 8

?DID YOU KNOW?
The atom was split by Ernest Rutherford in 1917 at 

The University of Manchester



National School 
Sports week 
This was a fantastic week of sport enjoyed by 
all staff and students. Their were a range of ac-
tivities throughout the week to engage the stu-
dents in the 5 ways of wellbeing promoted by 
the Youth Sports Trust (Being Active, Connect-
ing, Giving Back, Taking Notice and Learning). 
Students had the opportunity to take part in 
new activities during curriculum time such as 
Lacrosse, Ultimate Frisbee, Cycling and Skate-
boarding. This was enhanced by the activities 
that went on throughout the school day includ-
ing Dance, Table Football, Table Tennis, Foot-
ball and Cup Stacking. Students could also take 
on staff in a number of competitions including 
Penalty Shoot Out, Rugby Target and Netball 
Shootout. The week was a huge success thanks 
to all the hard work by everyone involved and 
it created a great buzz around the school. Well 
done All!

National School Sports week was an active, 
energetic, lively week which inspired numer-
ous  students at our school to participate in 
a range of energetic activities such as Bocha, 
Cup Stacking, Football, Dodgeball and many 
more sports. These activities were available 
in the morning, lunch, break and after school, 
giving students the opportunity to partici-
pate in these activities whenever was suitable 
for them. Students have said they enjoyed the 
week and it gave them the chance to try sport 
activities they had never participated in or 
even heard of. One of the students said ‘This 
week has definitely inspired me to take part in 
more Sports as I have found sports activities 
that I really enjoy such as Bocha, which was 
an activity I had never tried before but I love it 
now’. Students also had the chance to get com-
petitive as there were competitions between 
form groups throughout the week and the win-
ning form group was put into a raffle. At the 
end of the week, the students who consistently 
participated in these activities throughout the 
week were rewarded with the chance to go on 
inflatables which they all really enjoyed. 
- Stephanie Okoro

9 10

Softball

Football

Skateboarding

Lacrosse

Penalty Shoot Out

Rugby

Basketball
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Residential Summer School Students

11

Sailing 

Athletics

Sarah Saeed

Read for Good Initiative.

Manchester Boys

Ghassan

The Woman in Black

Athletics

Sailing 

Sailing 
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Manchester Central Library
On Friday 21st June, Miss Cook’s Year 8 class went to Manchester Central Library as part of the Read 
for Good initiative. Pupils met Manchester poet Tony Walsh who performed his incredibly moving 
‘This is the Place’ poem and inspired pupils to pick up a pen and start writing poetry themselves. A 
great morning was had by all.

Manchester Football
Congratulations to both Brain & Jesse who have passed the initial football trial and are set to repre-
sent Manchester Boys for the 19/20 season. A fantastic achievement by both students who are relish-
ing the opportunity to represent Manchester!

Y8 Manchester Athletics
A great afternoon was had by the Y8 athletics team who performed very well at the annual Man-
chester Athletics event on Friday 17th June. Top performers included Jana who came 2nd in the long 
jump with a whopping 4 metres as well as Ghassan coming 3rd in the high jump, jumping a huge 
1.55 metres. The rest of the team performed really well with a handful of 2nd place finishes too. Well 
down team! 

The Woman in Black
Miss Jackson’s year 8 acting class have been studying the scripted version of “The Woman in Black.” 
The students have been learning how to build a character through dialogue, physicality and staging. 
In the picture (left) the students had to incorporate costume and props to portray the character of 
Mr Arthur Kipps; when he first arrives at Eel Marsh House. 

Sailing
This year MCA students have had the fantastic opportunity as part of their PE and Aspire Curric-
ulum to go Sailing. This project from the Debdale Water Centre has been fully funded and given 
out students the taste of a new activity whilst developing new skills. Although learning about how 
to Sailing, the use of wind to project their boat, they have also learnt about resilience, confidence, 
teamwork, communication and many other soft skills which will be vital as they grow up.



Careers
As part of the school’s careers strategy 
focused around improving social mo-
bility, unlocking potential and trans-
forming outcomes for all of our young 
people , MCA hosted its annual Careers 
Week from 3rd – 7th June. The week 
was a whole school initiative filled 
with a host of interactive activities 
and workshops designed and driven 
towards promoting and exploring a 
range of careers paths and local market 
opportunities to help support students 
in making crucial and informed deci-
sions about their future. 

As part of the week, an Employer 
Interaction Day was held on Wednes-
day 5th June dedicated to bringing 
high quality and meaningful employer 
encounters to students to equip them 
with strategies, tools and resources to 
navigate their future with optimism 
and excitement.  Students attended 
hands on practical workshops from 
employers including:

• Mears Trade 
• Open Reach, 
• Savills Surveyors, 
• Salford Business School 
• Hair and Beauty providers from 

Manchester College
• Media, IT, sport from Pendleton 

College

The day was hugely successful and en-
abled students to learn from employers 
about particular industries, working 
life, including the skills and qualities 
sought and valued in the workplace 
and those necessary to survive and 
prosper in an ever-changing world of 
work.

Feedback from both staff and students 
was highly positive and the careers 
team look forward to showcasing addi-
tional careers events in the near future. 
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Manchester International Festival
Creative Critics
25 Year 8 students are currently working on a project called Creative Critics. Within this project 
students are given the opportunity to critique the Manchester International Festival performances, 
which are broadcast live worldwide for people to read, hear and watch. 

On Thursday 4th July we watched a piece called ‘Bells for peace’ by Yoko Ono.

here is where you can here their reviews:
https://mif.co.uk/creativecritic/ 
http://www.podcasts.canstream.co.uk/manchesterfm/ 

Work Experience
On Wednesday 11th July some of our year 10 students had their work experience at ‘Manchester 
International Festival.’ The students spent the day planning their own festivals whilst speaking to 
professionals across the arts sector. They then went to festival square and had some street food be-
fore watching Idris Elba’s “Tree.” The students had the opportunity to go up on stage with the actors 
during the show! All students involved showed such enthusiasm and professionalism throughout the 
day, even though it was a 13 hour shift!

Manchester International FestivalManchester International Festival

Manchester International Festival

Meeting the professionals

HS2 Engineering 
On July 2nd, HS2 Engineering came to MCA to deliver a workshop with 60 of our Year 8 students. 
The pupils had to work in teams to complete an engineering challenge that saw them design a train 
station that would be stable enough to support a certain mass and also allow the high speed train to 
move through it. The day was a great success and challenged the students engineering capabilities, 
scientific knowledge and team work as well as learning a great deal about the STEM careers that are 
available to them.

During July, all Year 10 students were given the opportunity to spend a day in the workplace at one 
of many partner organisations and businesses across a range of industries in Manchester.

The aim of the day was for students to gain a deep understanding of the industry the organisation 
is linked to, to have some practical work experience and to network with a range of staff to increase 
their knowledge on pathways. 

Other organisations supporting our programme included UK Fast, Manchester International Festi-
val, GM Higher, Royal Northern College of Music and Pricewaterhousecooper

Y10 Work Based Safari Programme



? In 1888, the world’s first professional football league 
was set up at the Royal Hotel in Manchester.

Beyond the 
Baseline Tennis
A group of aspiring Year 8 Sports Leadership Stu-
dents completed a 3 week Tennis Leadership pro-
gramme where they conclusively taught a Year 1 
Primary PE lesson. Throughout the 3 weeks stu-
dents looked at barriers to participation with An-
thony Cotterill, a GB Wheelchair Tennis star who 
shared his story with students as well as prepare 
them for their Year 1 Tennis lesson. The students 
lesson was a huge success with MCPA and MCA 
staff being massively impressed and inspired. Well 
done team!
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DID YOU KNOW?
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Art & Design Exhibition
Our year 11 and early entry year 10 Art & Design students have had the opportunity to present their 
best work and celebrate their accomplishments with an end of year exhibition that showcased their 
work for friends and family. The event was a huge success and was attended by over 200 people in-
cluding parents, councillors, governors, local colleges and local businesses.

Art and Design Exhibition

Art and Design Exhibition

Farewell To Our Y11
All of year 11’s - It was a pleasure to see you grow up from children to young adults, becoming more 
confident by the day and ready to take on the world. Don’t stop learning, be positive and brave to get 
outside your comfort zone. Learn from your mistakes and look into the future as there are far, far 
better things ahead than any we leave behind. Life is a journey and you pick the roads to get to your 
destination. Enjoy your life, dream and make memories to remember.

Always remember we at MCA are here to support you in any way we can.

Y11 Leaving Assembly

Prom

Y11 Leaving Assembly Prom

University of Manchester 
Engineering Competition
On Friday the 21st June MCA were invited to take 6 year 8 students along to the Faraday Engineering 
Challenge Day at the University of Manchester.  There were 6 teams in attendance at the event, rang-
ing from Grammar schools to other Academies and they were all competing for a School Trophy and 
a £10 Amazon voucher per student.

Throughout the day students were asked to design and build a prototype product to support the En-
gineers building the James Webb Space Telescope which will be launching in to space in March 2021. 
They had to design their own product, document their teams progress, budget and buy materials, 
build a prototype of their product (that actually worked) and present their ideas to a panel of Engi-
neers. 

Our students built a prototype spinning toolbox ‘to save time for Engineers’ as they were building the 
Telescope. They managed to design and create a working prototype but unfortunately they did not win 
the competition. The students said they really enjoyed the day and although it was tough at times they 
managed to pull together as a team and show just how resilient the students here at MCA are.



Young Singer 
of the Year
At this year’s Young Singer of the year competi-
tion, it was a chance to see and hear the future 
singing talent of MCA. The confidence, resilience 
and quality of all participants was one of well 
above their age and admired by all who attended. 
Congratulations to all that took part and to the 
eventual winner Poppy (pictured). The future is 
bright!!
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Group picture

Young Singer of the Year Winner Singer of the 
Year
This year saw arguably the most fiercely contest-
ed MCA Singer of the Year we have ever had. The 
quality and standard on show was quite simply 
breathtaking, with all competitors making the 
adjudicators job extremely hard. The evening 
was filled with support and encouragement 
form a packed room full of family, friends and 
staff. The Audience vote went to Aderonke, for 
her charismatic rendition of ‘Feelin’ Good. After 
much deliberation, the first prize was won by 
Nomuzi (Pictured). Congratulation to all!!

Singer of the Year Winner

CREATIVE 
ARTS 

Singer of the Year Audition Winner

? The voice is a muscle, and like any muscle in 
the body, it can grow and get stronger.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Javelin

Sports Day
After weeks of planning and hard work from staff and pupils alike, MCA cel-
ebrated it’s very first Sports Day festival on Friday 12th July. Unlike previous 
years, the day was a combined effort from all of the Pot 3 subjects, including 
creative arts, food and technology. Many late nights and a very early start al-
lowed the magic of the festival to take shape and the event was undoubtedly a 
success.

The day started with a tangible buzz around the academy, as pupils arrived 
ready to spend the day in their house teams. Glitter and face paint sparkled 
from the excited faces of supporters and competitors, as the teams prepared 
to enter the arena. Once inside, pupils were overwhelmed with the choice of 
activities on offer and simply did not know where to begin. From speed draw-
ing and interactive quizzes to face painting and samba, the atmosphere creat-
ed by the different events on offer provided a springboard for the competitors 
to begin their events.

Sport and participation was a main feature of the day, with students compet-
ing in both field and track events. The running of a Mini Olympics event also 
allowed non-competitors to be involved in what has been dubbed “the most 
inclusive sports day event witnessed by staff”; everyone had the opportunity to 
contribute and be celebrated. It was not only pupils participating in the events 
either, as numerous members of staff exchanged their shirt and tie for a pair 
of trainers, competing in a variety of events and challenging pupils in the spirit 
of the day. The PE staff can not go unmentioned as they facilitated the differ-
ent events, as well as the smooth transition between the different elements of 
the day. 

Despite a rainy interval, the enthusiasm of the DJ tent managed to keep pupils 
enthused as they continued to run, jump, throw and even dance in the down-
pour. Others took the opportunity to visit the food stalls, in which pupils could 
exchange vouchers for a range of delicious delicacies prepared by students at 
school. It wasn’t long however, before the sun came back and suddenly the ice 
cream van and drinks stations were bustling with activity and pupils cooled 
down on refreshing treats.

The day concluded with the revealing of the results, in which pupils and staff 
first gathered to watch the final event. The relay races were run in front of an 
ecstatic crowd, as pupils and staff cheered on their house representatives. The 
drama of a close finish saw the audience on their feet as the final races includ-
ed a staff team battle against the year 10 competitors. No one could deny the 
incredible amount of talent on show from the MCA pupils, and the unwavering 
support from their peers that willed them on through the finish line.

The results were eagerly anticipated and pupils waited with bated breath as 
Olympic House were crowned the overall winners of Sports Day 2019. Whilst 
the competitors from Olympic were invited onto the podium to celebrate, staff 
took this moment to reflect on the real winner of the event, which was every 
single pupil that was able to experience and take part in the day. The bar has 
been set extremely high for future events, and if this year is anything to go on, 
we can expect some tremendous happenings for the coming years at MCA. 

Face Painting

High Jump

Sack Race

Food Stalls

Long Jump

Track Event
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Health smoothie were made during 
break for students by students

Y11 last drama lesson.

Wheelchair tennis practice

Community
Family Music Day
A composer, a conductor, an orchestra, three schools and two community groups came together on 
Saturday 6th July for a Family Music event at MCA. Each school and community group worked with 
the Film score composer, Bill Connor over a number of weeks to create and then perform a new 
piece of music, with the Piccadilly Symphony Orchestra.

Piccadilly Symphony Orchestra works with MCA to bring orchestral performance to the school and 
North Manchester through educational and community outreach. Bill Connor came on board spe-
cially to give his time free to work on the project.

Thanks to MCPA, Irk Valley, Holy Trinity, ‘The Community Choir’ and Ensemble French supplemen-
tary school for their participation throughout the project and performances. 

ON Tuesday 16th July, Y9 Spanish students had a go at preparing one of the most famous Spanish 
recipes with Miss Martin and Miss Ruiz. 

They enjoyed earning the ingredients through some competitive activities as well as following the 
steps to cook these delicious Paellas. Some of them were looking forward to get home and cook it for 
their families. What a great way to end a fantastic year of hard work: Buen provecho!

Famous Spanish Recipe Making MCA Highlights

Race for Life

Health ambassadors meeting Teacher showcase

Y8 acting class

Science CPD training

Exhibition winners

Y8 skateboarding

Lauren Halil (BGT) visited Votes for Schools

To keep up-to-date follow us on our social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) using @ManComAcademy.
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