
2017-18: Catch Up Premium Strategy 
 
The format of the Catch Up programme will remain largely the same in 2017-18 with the 
additional Maths and English lesson on Friday mornings being used to deliver specific 
interventions to the target cohort. Staffing will however, be more evenly balanced between 
Maths and English specialists, allowing for further development of the Maths programme. 
Wednesday afternoon will be used to deliver intervention for students who are below 
National Standard in both English and Maths. 
 
Rapid Plus and Grow@KS3 will be used to accelerate reading progress for the students with 
lowest reading ages and we will look to develop the use of other reading programmes to 
supplement or replace Lexia.   
 
Project leaders will be appointed to further develop the Catch Up curriculum in English and 
Maths and Key Stage Three staff will be given opportunities to observe Year Six Maths and 
English lessons in some of our feeder primary schools. This will increase understanding of 
the upper Key Stage Two curriculum and will inform both curriculum planning and teaching 
and learning strategies to strengthen not only the Catch Up offer but the wider curriculum 
at the Year 6 and 7 transition. 
 

• New Group Reading Age Test (NGRT) to be completed at the start and end of the academic 
year by whole cohort. Using this data we can focus on and clarify the expected reading 
standard in each year group whilst also comparing student’s performance with other 
students at the same age, and track progress year on year.  

• New accelerated KS3 curriculum which includes ensuring increasing challenge across all 
reading material from Year 6 to Year 9.  

• ‘Headlines’ initiative introduced in 1 KS3 lesson for each year group per week which involves 
reading and discussion of a broadsheet or web news article. This is increased reading time 
for students based around relevant/current topics which encourages reading for pleasure 
but can also support necessary reading skills such as decoding. 

• Bespoke EAL curriculum. This curriculum provides quality, tailored packages for students 
entering the Academy with an EAL score of between A-E. This curriculum is based on the 
individual need of the students new to English. 

• Year 7 Catch Up Curriculum. The objective of this Catch Up Curriculum is to narrow the gap 
by providing intensive literacy and numeracy support for those students who are ‘not 
secondary ready’. 

• Book Now. Close the gap between reading and actual age where pupils have entered the 
Academy with a reading age below their actual age.  

• Library. Promote a love for reading. Create a 'buzz' around reading, a love for reading and 
make it habitual and the 'norm' for all students at MCA. 

 

Action Measure of Impact Lead 

Catch up Curriculum Year 7 At the end of Year 7, the percentage of Catch 
Up Premium (CUP) students making expected 
progress in English and Maths will be the 
same or greater than their non –CUP peers. 

J.Peacock 



‘Headlines’ initiative introduced in 1 
KS3 lesson per week which involves 
reading and discussion of a 
broadsheet or web news article.  

Increased reading time for students around 
relevant  topics which encourages reading for 
pleasure but can also improve their reading 
age and support them when decoding.  
Improved understanding and use of 
vocabulary in student work. 

L. Beddows 

New Group Reading Age Test 
(NGRT) for all students. 

All students have a Standard Age Score of 
100 where pupils have entered the Academy 
with a reading age below 100. 

L.Eyre 

Book Now Intervention Close the gap between reading and actual 
age where pupils have entered the Academy 
with a reading age below their actual age.  

S. Stokes/K.Owen 

Bespoke EAL curriculum. Closing the gap between Standard Age Scores 
of students with EAL and those without. 

T.Daley 

Library Promote a love for reading. Create a 'buzz' 
around reading, a love for reading and make 
it habitual and the 'norm' for all students at 
MCA. 

L.Beddows 

 


