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prefects make their mark
Welcome to the MCA spring newsletter, we are Terry Okeigbeme and Blessing Ogunyemi the head prefects here at 
MCA and we’d like to give you a quick summary of all of the amazing things that have been happening this term and to 
wish all our friends in Year 11 the best of luck in their exams! GOOD LUCK!

Blessing’s  Message
As head girl of MCA and a year 11 student, this term has been particularly busy as we prepare for our final GCSE’s.  As 
part of our preparations, our teachers have been supporting us by providing lots of additional revision sessions before 
school, after school, in the evenings and even the weekends. The year 11s have had the opportunity to go on residentials 
including trips to Ghyll Head and a geography field trip. This week we have completed our first batch of exams and I truly 
believe that all of the extra help my fellow students have received has pushed our abilities more and made us confident 
and ready to take on the exams with less worries or fear. The teachers have given up so much of their time to support me 
to hopefully achieve the grades I need for the next stage in my journey.

With my head prefect duties I have had other responsibilities recently including helping out in Year 9 and 10s parents 
evening, which gave me the chance to show off my new prefect tie and the chance to help and interact with not just stu-
dents but parents too. I have also been involved in helping with rewards assemblies for year 10 which has helped me build 
on my communication and teamwork with the head boy. I have also been involved in creating a student observation form 
that allows students to give their opinions on how they feel they are taught in the most effective way and how it can be 
even more enjoyable than it already is. Look out for more information on this in the next newsletter. 

Terry’s Message
MCA is a great place to be and I am proud to be head boy. My responsibilities have been quite varied and I have been 
involved in many activities both in and outside of the Academy including the training and organisation of the year 11 
football team. This is important to me as I believe these physical activities are beneficial as it gives me time to escape from 
the tough responsibilities of being a year 11 student and head boy but allows me to socialise and to enjoy working with 
my fellow schoolmates. There are many great opportunities for students at MCA and all our students should take advan-
tage of them. 

Whilst it’s really busy for us year 11s at the moment it’s not all exams, exams, exams at MCA, it is important to keep the 
right balance and throughout this newsletter you’ll get to read about why MCA is such a great place. As head boy I have 
worked with a group of Dutch Health professionals that came to MCA to learn about how we improve health for the stu-
dents and the people in our community. Within the newsletter you will also get to read about World Book Day,  Science 
day and Sport Relief. It’s been an action packed term!
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Prinicpal’s Welcome
Welcome to our latest newsletter. It’s a great opportunity for us to let you know what has been going on at MCA of late. 
Of course, it’s only a flavour but I hope you enjoy the read. 
Exam season is upon us and we are rightly proud of the effort, commitment and resilience from our students taking 
GCSE exams. There is no doubt this can be a stressful and anxious time and we will support them in every way possible; 
from providing relaxation sessions to high quality revision sessions. On the morning of any exam, students can attend 
early to ensure they receive the right support from their teachers…and be given a hearty breakfast!

It is important to remember that students are not just defined by the GCSE grades they achieve. Yes, they are vitally im-
portant for them, their futures and all the staff at MCA but they are so much more. Their attitude, approach and appreci-
ation each day gives me every confidence that our current Year 11 will go on to have successful futures and will continue 
to make us proud as they embark on the next stage of their journey.

I am delighted to inform you that we have won an SSAT Educational Outcomes Award for 2017. We received this for 
being in the top 20% of schools nationally for progress at Key stage 4. This is a great acknowledgement for our fantastic 
staff and the class of 2017 who are now themselves in further education, employment or training.

MCA has been rewarded 
for being in the top 20% 
of schools nationally 
for progress
We are rightly proud of these results but we are so much 
more than this. It is essential that we continue to provide 
an educational experience for students so that they enjoy, 
achieve and experience new and wonderful events through-
out their five years with us. We must all work together to 
support our children to be aspirational about their future 
and with the character to make it a success.

We continue to work towards every student having an 
attendance of 97% or above. We recently held a prize draw 
for students who had attended each day in term 2- there 
were 5 winners of £25 and Nabiha Ahmed received the top 
prize of £100! Hopefully this reward can treat the family 
as a thank you for their support in ensuring excellence in 
attendance.

MCA is a happy place and I want students to feel we are 
their second home and family. We are committed to the 
highest standards of teaching and learning to ensure that 
all students fulfil their potential.   We offer many diverse 
and exciting opportunities in extracurricular activities and I 
want this to grow further to ensure that all students receive 
a fun, broad and balanced curriculum.  This is underpinned 
by a strong and caring pastoral programme where relation-
ships are built on mutual respect, which both nurtures and 
builds resilience in our young people.  I want our students 

to develop a strong sense of responsibility for themselves, 
their peers and the wider world and the learning offer and 
pastoral at MCA, I believe, supports this vision. 

As always, I thank you for your support and we hope to 
make many more happy memories for your children.

Best wishes
John Rowlands, Principal

Sue Williamson, ssat 
chef  executive pre-

senting the award



English endeavours

World Book Day
 We celebrated world book day and many of our teachers 
dressed as their favourite book characters to inspire our 
students (and make them smile). All lessons were paused 
during the day as we ‘dropped everything’ to read famous 
extracts from books.

Students should be encouraged to read every day at home. 
There is nothing better than a good book at bedtime. We 
have hundreds of books at MCA that students can take 
home to read for their own pleasure.

World Book Day

Passchendaele trenches

Battlefield Tour

Battlefield Tour
Mr Beddows, Ahtasham and Kevin had the unique opportu-
nity to visit the WW1 battlefields of Belgium and France as 
part of the centenary commemoration years.
 
They visited places such as the Somme and Flanders fields 
on a world war 1 literature trip, and analysed and studied 
famous novels and poems from that era. For example, they 
visited the place where Wilfred Owen served and found 
inspiration for ‘Exposure’ which appears on their English 
Literature GCSE.
 
At the Menin Gate they attended the Last Post ceremony 
and Ahtasham laid a wreath on behalf of MCA. On one of 
many cemetery visits they even managed to find a soldier 
who was born and lived within 100 yards of MCA. Amaz-
ing! This was such an emotional and inspiring visit and a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to remember those who have 
died in battle.

Take a look at their travel diary on the Greater Manchester 
Academies Trust YouTube Channel.

Menin Gate
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Sensational Science

British science week
We had a great time celebrating British science week at 
MCA. Staff and students thoroughly enjoyed experiment-
ing with everyday science. 

Each morning the students were greeted with a science 
problem to engage with. 

We saw awe and wonder on their faces each day. As always, 
staff used the opportunity to dress up as famous scientists 
with students tasked with finding out more about them 
each day. 

Massive thanks to Miss Nash for organising such a wonder-
ful week

Science show
Around 150 pupils from year 9 attended the science 
spectacular, showing the science behind launching rockets, 
with lots of whizzes and bangs. We were then visited by 
the soyuz VR experience bus where the pupils took part in 
‘astronaut’ training and experienced Tim Peake’s descent 
back to Earth through Samsung virtual reality. 

They finished their space exploration enrichment with a 
visit to The Museum of Science and Industry where they 
got to see the Soyuz capsule in real life, design a space suit 
and make decisions on who they should take to colonise 
Mars. 

British science week

Tim Peake’s VR Experience

British science week
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Magnificent maths
y11 maths conference
Eighteen Year 11 students went to a maths student confer-
ence on Thursday April 26th, along with nearly 2000 other 
students from across the North of England. The students 
did a great job, studying the topics that will help them get 
great grades in their Maths exams which are now well and 
truely underway. Well done! All students in year 11 can ac-
cess the PIXL maths app and other resources to help them 
revise towards their exams.

Going the extra Mile
Congratulations to Year 11 voucher winners for commit-
ment shown outside of lessons whilst studying at home  
We will continue to give vouchers as rewards to celebrate 
pupils going the extra mile in the final run up to the exams.

Miss Watmough regularly visits classes with her box of 
treats to share some appreciation to our students.

Glorious global
Dumpling Cooking

Chinese new year
The Chinese Zodiac is divided into twelve animal years. 
This year is the year of the Dog. In China, people would 
celebrate New Year by eating lots of food, setting off 
fireworks to scare away evil spirits, and giving ‘Hong Bao’ 
- envelopes containing money. There are many traditions 
associated with the New Year, including not washing your 
hair or sweeping the floor during the celebrations. Greet 
everyone by saying ‘Gong Xi Fa Cai, Xin Nian Kuai Le!’

Our students had the opportunity to make dumplings, a 
traditional activity at New Year. They tasted good, even if 
some of them fell apart!

Then they painted some Chinese characters to symbolise 
Happiness in the new year.

Chinese character writing
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Beat the flood
Students supported the French president in designing 
flood proof housing that could be used to reduce the im-
pact of flooding seen in the South of France in 2015.

In a collaboration between Science, Geography and MFL, 
students designed and flood tested their prototype houses, 
while learning about the causes and effects of floods.

Take a look at the video on the Greater Manchester Acade-
mies Trust YouTube Channel.

beat the flood housing

Wales Trip
On Wednesday 4th April forty-five year 11 and ten year 10 students travelled to LLanwrst in North Wales for a geogra-
phy field trip. The aim of the trip was to develop our geography skills in preparation for our geography GCSE, especially 
focusing on coasts, rivers and fieldwork.

On the first day of the trip, we travelled to Criccieth, a coastal resort in north Wales. Whilst here, we observed the coastal 
defences that line the beach and protect Criccieth from coastal erosion. We also learnt about sediment transportation 
processes such as longshore drift. A highlight of the day was all of the students demonstrating this process on the beach!

The following day, fully equipped with our waterproof gear, we visited the River Conway. We used different types of 
equipment to collect data from sites along the river from upstream to downstream on the velocity, width and depth of the 
river. All students got stuck in and most of us went into the river!

The trip was a brilliant experience and it was great to explore a new area of the UK.

criccieth, north wales

River conway
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baking in french

Baking in french
Mr Karasz’ year 8 French class cooked crêpes following a 
French recipe. We tasted both savoury and sweet versions 
and had the opportunity to learn the language in a com-
pletely different setting. The recipe was written in French, 
and we also had to work out the correct quantities for all 
the ingredients, so we did a bit of maths as well. We really 
had some fun cooking, despite mixed results. Some of the 
pancakes didn’t turn out as good as they were supposed to 
be, so maybe we need more practice in the kitchen!

baking in french

creative arts
Singer of the year qualifiers
The event featured 45 ridiculously talented MCA perform-
ers from years 9-11. Fourteen students from the event 
went on to participate in the Developing Singer Award and 
fourteen will be singing at the Singer of the Year. We are 
extremely blessed with such talented students.

Take a look at the video on the Greater Manchester Acade-
mies Trust YouTube Channel.

Developing singer awards
Parents, teachers, past-pupils and members of the wider 
community were treated to a musical feast on Friday 27th 
April as MCA launched its inaugural ‘Developing Singer 
Award’ at the Irish World Heritage Centre. An eclectic 
mix of songs, expertly prepared and performed resulted in 
joyous response from audience and adjudicators alike. The 
event was won by year 9 student Marion (pictured) who 
described the experience as “a fantastic opportunity”. Our 
congratulations goes out to Marion!

Singer of the year

Marion, y9

Singer of the year
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Health & wellbeing

Mr heath, Ademola, Mr cook at Twickenham

all school twickenham trip
Ademola had the once in a lifetime opportunity of stepping 
onto the Twickenham turf, flying the flag for MCA before 
England vs Wales in the 6 Nations in front of a packed 
82,000 crowd!
 
The trip was part of the All Schools initiative that the acad-
emy secured this year to try and get more students involved 
in Rugby Union. skating session

Projeckts skating Session
Projeckts has been working with Year 9 students in MCA 
to support young women in giving them a voice. They’ve 
been helping a group of students to develop their confi-
dence, practical ability and resilience when it comes to 
learning a new skill. The students engaged tremendously 
with their instructors and are already showing great im-
provement.

Fantastic Football
The Y7 girls football team (pictured above) continued their 
winning streak by taking the Manchester Schools FA cup. 
The students beat Parrswood 2-1 at extra time in a tense 
but thrilling semi-final. Congratulations to the team! 

MCA England u18’s ball boys
On Friday 23rd March a group of Year 9 & 10 students 
were invited to The Etihad to be ball boys and flag bearers 
for England v Argentina U18’s International match. The 
match finished 2-1 to England and was enjoyed by all. 

U18’s ball boys

Y7 Football
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Sport Relief: Mile Run

Sport relief
During the Spring term, the PE department also took it in 
their stride to celebrate Sport Relief in style; from morning 
challenges and sessions, to lunchtime performances in the 
courtyard. The teachers went above and beyond to get the 
pupils of MCA active and involved. All students were given 
the option to choose a different activity before complet-
ing the main event; The Sport Relief Mile! Across school, 
events such as Staff vs Students Basketball, Sport Relief 
Bake Off, and Sports Performer Dress Up raised over £400 
with donations from students and staff.

Sport Relief: staff vs student basketball

Rockin’ rugby
Both staff and students were invited to gain both a ‘Rugby 
Ready’ and ‘Rugby Leaders Level 1’ qualifications this 
half term, which gives them the tools to coach basic rugby 
skills. Throughout this qualification, students had to plan 
and deliver a number of rugby sessions, developing their 
confidence and employability. Both these qualifications are 
fantastic CV enhancements which will give students a head 
start when applying for College and preparing for life after 
MCA.

Sport Relief: Lunch time dancing
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learning at mca

crown Court Trip club 79
On Friday 16th March, 30 Year 11 pupils from ‘Club 79’ 
visited Manchester Crown Court. They learned about the 
different pathways into a career in Law and participated in 
a mock trial in a real courtroom. Fatoumata, Mason, Umar 
and Raqeem made convincing barristers, with Judge Hope 
sentencing Ahmed to a hefty 50 years in prison! Pupils 
were superb ambassadors for MCA and I’m sure we have 
some future lawyers in the making.

Manchester crown court

Dynamic Beginnings

The Agency workshop
Each year we work with and allow ‘The Agency’ to come in 
and present their project to Year 11 students, which ena-
bles 15-25 year olds in Harpurhey and Moston to think of 
an innovative community project which will make a differ-
ence. The winning project ideas receive £2,000 funding to 
put their idea into practice.
 
I’m proud to say that for the 2nd year running our students 
have won the funding! They are;
 
GCSE Cloud
Agents/Students: Dublin Adbue & Adedapo Efunnuga
A web app that allows anyone interested in expanding their 
knowledge in subjects of their choice and allow the user to 
design their learning using a selection of resources consist-
ing of videos, pod-casts and other relevant information.
 
Dynamic Beginnings
Agents/Students: Aneka Wain-Jones
A workshop and event led project Aims to show youths a 
new light to life through the power of music. Working with 
local youths to improve their aspirations and confidence as 
well as challenge the stereotypes of young people from the 
area.

First aid course
Students across the academy partook in the first part of 
their First Aid training, which was provided by St John 
Ambulance. This was part of their MCA Venture career 
development programme and all students were extremely 
engaged.

Mock trail

First aid course
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Student vs Staff Bake off

Student vs staff bake off
To celebrate sport relief we set the staff and students a bake 
off challenge. 25 staff and students had 1 hour to bake 6 
cupcakes with the theme of sport relief. There was a great 
display of culinary skill and creativity from all involved. 
The competition was judged by head prefect Blessing 
Ogunyemi and Mr Gavin (suitable dressed as Pru Leith) 
who carefully tasted and deliberated over the best baking. 

Contestants were marked on taste, texture, presentation 
and creativity and the staff came out on top. Miss E Daley 
won star baker closely followed by year 10 students Jodie 
Ball and Madison Taylor.  

Claire cashmore visit
Students across the academy where invited to take part in 
the Active in Mind Project, led by the Youth Sport Trust, 
to improve the physical, social and mental wellbeing of sec-
ondary students. The Project was launched by Paralympic 
Athlete, Claire Cashmore, where a fun morning was had by 
all. Throughout the months, the students have partaken in 
many activities such as roller skating and visiting the local 
trampoline park. The students are now looking forward to 
the summer term activities, which are being funded by the 
Youth Sport Trust.

Student vs Staff Bake off

Claire cashmore visit

Trampoline park
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Barclays’ finance course
Year 10 pupils were recently visited by volunteers from 
Barclays Bank and The Transformation Trust. They deliv-
ered a session on ‘Managing Money’ both now and in the 
future. The aim of the session was to equip pupils with a 
better understanding of how to look after their finances 
and avoid getting into financial difficulties. This was a real 
eye-opener for our students showing them that some of the 
habits that they currently have could have an effect on their 
finances in the future. 

Finance Course

School Council
Since the student council was formed in the Autumn Term the students have been busy with a number of projects. 

To learn more about democracy and build confidence in public speaking, our student councillors met with MP Liz 
McInnes and spoke to her about what it was like to be an MP. She explained about how she got involved in politics after 
starting her career in the NHS, and how young people can engage more in local issues. This really inspired a number 
of our students and empowered them to make changes in our school and community. They will be continuing this work 
over the next few weeks with Mr Fraser; planning a mock election at MCA alongside our own local elections.

The students are excited to look to the future with a number of key projects planned for the Summer Term. 
School Council
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Girls network graduation
The Girls Network is a professional mentoring programme 
aimed at empowering young females and their future. Each 
student is mentored by a successful female from a range of 
employment sectors and background. They work on per-
sonal goals such as building confidence and resilience as 
well as professional goals such as interview technique and 
CV writing. We also run sessions in school for reflection 
and the implementation of ideas that come from the men-
toring sessions.

All of the participating girls have grown in confidence and 
developed vital skills for their futures; some have even 
secured work experience with their mentor. Upon graduat-
ing, the girls have become ambassadors for the network and 
have life long access to professionals in all fields around the 
country

Girls network graduates



y11’s special messages
On Wednesday 9th May the Year 11 students were pre-
sented with a letter containing a special message from one 
of their teachers. 

The letters were well received and we wish the students the 
best for their upcoming exams. 

Our Year 11 students are such a credit to MCA. Good 
Luck!

y11’s teacher message

y11’s teacher message

Attendance matters
MCA Students have the opportunity to win prizes for 
outstanding attendance. This terms the students had the 
chance to win a £25 vouchers for 100% attendance. The 
winners were Satine Barrow (Y7), Rylie Morris (Y8), 
Tamara Erekat  (Y9), Josue Agostinho (Y10), and Octavia 
Czyszczon (Y11)

Nabihah Ahmed managed to win the whole school attend-
ance award and receive a £100 voucher. Well done!

Attendance really does matter and we appreciate your sup-
port in ensuring students attend each day.

This summer term also has lots of exciting prizes to be won 
such as an iPad, a family hamper and shopping vouchers. 
Make sure that you have 100% attendance to be in for a 
chance of winning. 

Please contact us if you would like any support with attend-
ance matter
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mca careers event
On Wednesday 9th May 2018 we held our annual ‘MCA 
Careers Event’, with a range of local, national and global 
employers attending to provide information and inspira-
tion to our students. A total of 465 students and parents 
attended the event, the majority of who were from Year 8 
as they are about to make their first ‘options’ in the coming 
weeks. We would like to thank the following partners for 
supporting the event;

NHS Careers Hub, BT, Sharp Futures, GM Higher, KPMG, Army, 
GMLPN, Parragon Skills, Willmott Dixon, Greater Manchester Police, 
The Growth Company, Civil Service, YMCA, Nexus Planning, North 
Coders, QA apprenticeships, UCEN, Manchester College, Six-Degrees 
and Zegal.

online e-safety information
With the increasing popularity of the Internet, children are becoming more involved with it’s uses. It can open doors 
for many children to learn, create,  and socialise, but it can also send concerns for parents. We have listed below a few 
websites that can help get a better understanding on how to protect your children online.

• Overview on online safety   - UK Safer Internet Centre – www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
• Social Media                             - Internet Matters - www.internetmatters.org/advice/social-media/
• Gaming                                       - Childnet - www.childnet.com/resources/online-gaming-an-introduction-for-parents 
• Parental Control                     - Childnet - www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics/parental-controls

Please contact us if you have any concerns or want some more information.

Careers event
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Academy uniform
We have a formal uniform and we expect every child to 
attend school looking smart in full uniform every day.

Indoor clothing, boys and girls:
• black blazer
• plain white shirt or blouse with school tie
• plain black trousers or black skirt
• plain black socks
• plain black shoes suitable for school wear



Date Event

Monday 14th May Start of the GSCE Exams (The timetable has been 
provided to the students)

Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June Half Term Holiday
Thursday 28th - Friday 29th June Duke of Edinburgh Expedition Practice
Friday 29th June Singer of the Year Final
Wednesday 3rd July Year 7 Parent’s Evening
Friday 6th July - Saturday 7th July Duke of Edinburgh Expedition Assessment
Second Week in July (TBC) Young Singer of the Year
Wednesday 18th July Celebration Progress Evening
Friday 20th July Reward Trip
Friday 20th July First Day of the Summer Holidays
Wednesday 5th September First Day of the School Year
Monday 22nd October - Monday 29th October Half Term Holiday
Monday 24th December  2018 - 
Friday 4th January 2019

Winter Break

KEY DATES

social media & contact details

www.manchestercommunicationacademy.com @ManComAcademy Greater Manchester Academies Trust

admin@mca.manchester.sch.uk Silchester Dr, Harpurhey, 
Manchester, M40 8NT

0161 202 0161


