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Welcome to the second edition of our 
newsletter. This is our attempt to support 
improved communication with students, parents 
and the local community and to let as many 
people as possible know about the great things 
that happen at Manchester Communication 
Academy.

For me personally, these channels of 
communication are crucial. We have many 
mechanisms for sharing school news, such as 
through our website and on twitter but this is an 
attempt to keep you up to date in case you don’t 
have access to those.

A term in as new Principal and I am astounded 
by our students on a daily basis. I am very 
thankful to you for presenting us with such 
delightful children to work with each day. I hope 
you can see by some of the news enclosed that 
our children receive many wide, varied and 
amazing opportunities that go beyond what 
happens in the classroom everyday. For me that 
is essential.

At Manchester Communication Academy we 
serve such a rich and diverse community and we 
strive to ensure that our children will go on to 
make a vital and valuable contribution to it. From 
visits to universities, interviewing councillors, 
working with published authors, to learning 
how to drive a forklift truck- our students are 
well supported with many opportunities. There 
should be something for everyone! However, we 
can always do more and I am happy to listen to 
any advice and ideas you may have.  Ultimately 
we want our children to leave MCA with the best 
grades possible that enable them to continue 
their journey to success. But I also want them to 
leave with a smile. For me, they are not defined 
by a number or a grade. They are so much more 
and I will continue to support an education that 
is inclusive, enriching and also engaging. 

GCSE season is just around the corner and 
unfortunately this can place a lot of pressure on 
students. I am confident that our new wellbeing 
programme and the excellent support students 
receive will prepare them effectively in the run 
up to exams. It is essential that KS4 students are 

attending the additional sessions after school 
and during school breaks as well as maintaining 
time for relaxation too. Please get in touch 
if you need support in helping your child to 
study the recommended 90-120 minutes each 
evening. There are a range of resources at 
their disposal to support this. Help is there 
whenever needed. Success for our children is 
in their grasp!

I am delighted to also report that we are 
‘above average’ for the progress students 
made last year. We are the 7th highest in 
the whole of Manchester and in the top 
15% for progress nationally. We are so 
proud of our year 11’s last year. We must 
continue this for all our current students, 
everyday and in every year group. 

Finally, can I please stress the 
importance of attendance and 
punctuality. I understand that 
students may, on occasion, be too 
ill for school but it is vital that 
students exceed 97% attendance. 
If they don’t, they are at a 
disadvantage to their friends 
and nobody wants this for their 
child. A new attendance and 
punctuality report is enclosed 
with the newsletter for you to 
support us in this vital matter.  
I hope you enjoy this taste 
of the vibrant life here at 
Manchester Communication 
Academy.

John Rowlands, Principal

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE



MCA NEWS 
English, Maths, Science, Global

Page 1Page 1Page 1

Talk of the Town 
This year MCA has launched Talk of the Town! Host-
ed by the English department, this is an exciting and 
unique opportunity for students to showcase their 
brilliant work in the form of public speaking to par-
ents, guardians, family, friends and peers. The first 
event in December was hugely successful with topics 
ranging from body image to capital punishment and 
even a speech about an onion (well done to Amber 
Adebusuyi on that achievement!)

Talk of the Town will return every term and we would 
love to have more students presenting their great 
efforts in English. It gives them the chance to develop 
their vocabulary, speech and - perhaps most impor-
tantly - their confidence in developing as interesting 
and well-rounded human beings.

We are sure that you will be proud of what our MCA 

Towards the end of last term, the MCA English De-
partment were lucky enough to welcome the author 
of ‘My Toilet is a Murderer!’ Paul Delaney. Due to 
Delaney’s engaging humour and enthusiasm, we 
drafted him in to work with our Year 9 boys, sparking 
some interest in writing and how to craft our words 
to create powerful images to our readers. As a result 
of their session, the pupils wrote descriptive pieces 
about a tin robot, thanks to paul’s coaching.  

Authorial Workshop with Paul Delaney

Magnificent 
Maths
In the Maths Department we have had an exciting 
term! In September brought with it a new Head of 
Maths who the team – and students – have been 
delighted to meet. We would like to say a warm wel-
come to Mr Birch. We also welcome Miss Richardson 
who joined the department in January. 

In November pupils from the top sets of each year 

English 
Endeavours

Rewards Reboot!
Each week students at MCA receive certificates in 
Assembly- an important event in MCA which brings 
students together to share weekly themes and cele-
brations.

Students receive reward points called ‘Endeavour’ 
which teachers issue for various reasons where stu-
dents go ‘above and beyond.’ There is a weekly prize 
draw with various prizes to be won!

All students who attend every day and arrive on time 
each week have the opportunity to win a free break-
fast/lunch card the following day and lots of other 
goodies. 

There are monthly prizes where students can win a 
Tablet PC for excellent punctuality and 100% Attend-
ance.

Also, all students with 100% attendance from Janu-
ary to Easter will be entered into a prize draw to win 
a £100 voucher. This hopefully will provide a great 
treat for all the family and is a thank you for your 
continued support in ensuring ATTENDANCE MAT-
TERS! Will it be your child?

students are doing in English - it really is a daunt-
ing prospect to stand up in front of 100 people and 
speak! Rest assured though, with their opinions 
and determination our young people can change 
everything and achieve anything. There is so much 
passion and confidence in our pupils, could your pupil 
be the Talk of the Town next term?
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KS3 News

This term, all pupils in Year 7 and 8 have a pro-
ject-based learning task to enhance their interest 
and curiosity in Science. Your child will be bringing 
home their challenging and creative projects. We 
love to instil curiosity and to the best projects will be 
rewarded. Their work will be displayed throughout 
the science area to celebrate their creativity, curiosity 
and engagement. Last term Nelson Iguodala in Year 8 
was awarded the prize for his enthusiasm in growing 
beans!

Sensational
Science

KS4 News

We have recently completed our GCSE Combined Sci-
ence Pre-Public Exams (PPEs). The results are in and 
we have some fantastic individual results. Congrat-
ulations to Anya Read, Shonte Power, Naomi Nelson 
and Balazs Ungi for outstanding progress as a result of 
hard work and great revision. There is also a big shout 
out to Maria Asef, Fathia Labisi, Fatima Omari and 

Science, Technology, Maths and Engineering 
(STEM) Enrichment News

Year 8s learned what it takes to be an engineer during 
a workshop at Manchester Science Museum, com-
peting against other Greater Manchester schools to 
design and build a roller coaster. The RAF flew in with 
drones, virtual reality headsets and even a real jet 
engine to show our Year 9s just how important forces 
are! A lucky group of Year 10 learners have attended 
2 workshops at the university of Manchester working 
with world class physicists to take their learning to 
the next level! They have 4 more exciting visits to look 
forward to. 
Finally, our Year 11s have taken part in a plethora of 
work related activities from meeting a Polymer Spe-
cialist who let them in on her secrets of making a mil-
lion, including using some clever chemistry through to 
working in an emergency room, monitoring vitals and 
carrying out emergency checks on a very expensive 
dummy! This term will see many more exciting activ-
ities including work with the North West Ambulance 
Service around International Women’s Day, a visit 
from The Medical Mavericks, a trip to the Big Bang 
Fair in Birmingham for our year 7s and an Engineering 
Challenge!

Glorious
Global
Happy History
Year 8 Humanities students visited Ancoats and Angel 
Meadow in order to consolidate their learning about 
the effects of the Industrial Revolution on their home 
town of Manchester. Mr Fraser, Mr Cook, Miss Hyde 
and Miss Korth were excited to see students explore 
the social conditions workers lived in and the types of 
housing which was typical of the era. Students then 
visited Ancoats to view the types of mills which were 
typical of the Industrial Revolution and the types of 

group battled in an after school competition for the ti-
tle of ‘Maths Champion’ a real tough feat where some 
of our talented mathematicians shone through.
 
Coming up in the Spring Term, a group of four Year 
9 pupils will be attending a series of Saturday work-
shops with the Royal Institution Maths Masterclass at 
Manchester Metropolitan University and an addition-
al group of Year 9 and 10 pupils will be participating in 
a separate maths programme also offered by MMU.  
We are proud of the hard work and enthusiasm that 
both pupils and staff in the Maths Department show 
on a daily basis and know this will continue to ensure 
our ever-rising attainment for all.  

Hannah Rashidi for outstanding results on the higher 
tier paper… their hard work and dedication to the 
complexity of science is astounding. The next PPEs 
will be taking place straight after February half term 
and all students have been provided with a review of 
their current strengths and their areas for develop-
ment to ensure the next results reflect their natural 
flair within science. 
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MFL: Magical Mandarin
This year we have an exciting opportunity to offer an 
extra language at MCA: Mandarin Chinese!
One of our MFL teachers, Mr Gander, lived in China 

Health 
and Wellbeing

At KS3 all pupils now have a learning focus on individ-
ual skills within activities such as gymnastics, trampo-
lining, boxing, dance and cross country. In year 9, the 
Duke of Edinburgh classes are currently undertaking 
fitness sessions, in preparation for their physically 
demanding expeditions that will take place in the 
summer term. The MCA Sports Leaders are also busy 
delivering planned sessions to their peers, and de-
veloping the leadership skills through the running of 
various primary competitions.

The Year 7 and 8 Health Education classes have 
moved onto some interesting content in their lessons, 
with Year 7s learning emergency first aid, and Year 8s 
looking at sex and relationships. The teachers have 
planned some very engaging content and the pupils 
are clearly enjoying learning about the new topics. 
Health Active classes are also exploring some funda-
mental life skills of swimming and bike riding; some 
classes are making use of Salford University’s leisure 

for many years and took the opportunity to study the 
language and culture. He now brings his experience to 
MCA and we have selected a group of Year 7 students 
to start learning Mandarin as their MFL option.
Mr Gander said “I’m really pleased to be able to offer 
this opportunity to students here at MCA. In the first 
term we have worked hard and the students have 
learned some words and phrases, practising writing in 
Chinese characters.”
This term, students will be learning how to talk about 
their family members and their pets, and will also be 
celebrating the Lunar New Year, which falls on the 
15th of February.

GeoGRaphical Geography
Year 7 and Year 9 students visited Queens Park as part 
of their Geography Fieldwork Skills work. The aim of 
the trip was to develop some practical skills and en-
gage the students’ interest in geography for both key 
stage 3 and key stage 4 geographers. Staff made this 
a real practical session to show students how geogra-
phy is all around them without them even realising. 
Students were able to use a range of (quite difficult!) 
techniques including: looking at biodiversity through 
quadrats (pictured below), applying scale and map-
ping to areas of the park, conducting environmental 
surveys and applying their knowledge of compass 
directions to play an orienteering game. Our students 
were wonderfully behaved and engaged, so hopefully 
we have sparked some interest for our future GCSE 
Geographers!

employment which made Manchester become known 
as ‘King Cotton’.

Humanities have also begun planning the trip to 
Berlin which is to take part in the summer term. Year 
9 and 10 students have been invited and it will span 
three days in order to allow the GCSE specification to 
come to life. Some of the highlights will include a visit 
to the Jewish Memorial and the Wannsee House; it’s 
sure to be a jam packed yet exciting trip!



Page 4Page 4

MCA Girls PE
Outside of school hours, the Year 7 Netball team 
have started the new year with a bang, beating local 
opposition, MEA Central 7-0 in their first game of 
the term. The Year 9 team also made a trip to Leven-
shulme but unfortunately were unable to maintain 
their winning streak from before Christmas; they look 
forward to making amends in their next game against 
Barlow. Following up another successful Autumn 
term for girls’ football, selected members of the Year 
7 squad attended the ‘Game of Our Own’ training 
camp, run by the Youth Sports Trust. Not only did the 
girls have a brilliant day learning some new skills, but 
gained a qualification as a Football Activator and now 
have some ideas ready to improve the quality of girls’ 
football at MCA. Finally, but certainly not least, some 
individual success to celebrate from the recent indoor 
athletics meets; Tia Rhodes (Year 8), and Sharona 
O’Connor (Year 7) both won the 60m sprint races, and 
Kiya Burke (Year 7) won the 200m sprint. 

MCA Boys PE

As well as Football and Rugby, MCA students have 
also participated in a host of Athletics and Cross 
Country events. The pick of the bunch being the Year 
8 athletics team finishing in an overall 3rd in Indoor 
Athletics event, as well as respectable finishes in the 
Manchester Schools Cross Country meet. 

Year 8 Indoor Athletics -
• Abdul Abuzukhar
• Akheem Bates
• Isaiah Asemota
• Emmanuel Kuwor
• Thomas Wolstenholme
• Sainabou Hall
• Esther Kapinga
• Carrie Ngduba
• Creda Ngduba

Athletics and cross country

Football 
It has been a brilliant autumn for boys’ football with 
some great results. For the Year 7 team, it has been 
a great start to secondary school football with 2 wins 
from 2. The Year 8 and 9 teams have carried on their 
winning ways from the back-end of last season with 4 
wins from 5 matches boosting them both to the top 
of the table (and to the Quarter Finals of the Cups 
they have entered). The Year 10 team did fantastically 
to get promoted last season and have had a promising 
start with 1 win from 2. The Year 11s are currently 
preparing for a game against William Hulme for a 

Rugby 
There has been a well-received interest in Rugby at 
MCA this term with both KS3 and KS4 ESA clubs being 
well-attended as well as having more Rugby on the 
curriculum. From this boost, MCA have been repre-
sented in each year group through the autumn term 
in various tournaments and fixtures where there have 
been 6 wins from 7 fixtures, well done boys! Player of 
the season across all rugby teams is Alex Whiteoak - 
Darlington.

chance to reach the Greater Manchester Plate semi-fi-
nal. 
Players of the Season so far:
• Omid Mirzai
• Reynolds Sulonteh
• Dallas Omoruyi

facilities to develop skills in the pool and due to a new 
delivery of mountain bikes, others are developing 
their skills to maintain and ride a bike. A real variety 
of activities is allowing the pupils to thrive in their 
lessons and they are clearly enjoying their education.
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Emotional Wellbeing

Recently, due to Prince William and Harry’s efforts, 
emotional wellbeing has become a national priority 
and there is a huge demand for support. MCA is lucky 

Relationships
Year 11 students have recently participated in a Rela-
tionship and Sex Education Workshop with Manches-
ter Brook. This was a very well-received workshop by 
the students, who had a number of questions which 
displayed their maturity around the topic. 

Feedback from the students showed that having tak-
en part in a Brook Works session: 
• 98.9% of young people say that they are going to 

do something differently in their lives or relation-
ships.

• 92.6% of young people learnt something new in a 
Brook Works session.

• 93.3% of young people said that they would like 
Brook to come back and deliver another session.

We are delighted that we provide workshops that 
truly make our young people think and respond. 

Recently, the Health Ambassadors were lucky enough 
to work with GB Athlete Claire Cashmore. The stu-
dents are looking to work on a project in the coming 
months called ‘Active in Mind’ to support peers in 
MCA who need emotional, wellbeing support. Claire 
was able to work with our students in the first of 
4 visits at MCA, to develop the students ability to 
support their peers. Claire was also proud to take the 
opportunity to present the Ambassadors with their 
lanyards to wear with their school uniform with pride.

Health Ambassadors

Wonderful 
Wellbeing

Duke of Edinburgh Award

We currently have 32 Year 9 students enrolled onto 
the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. The students 
have completed their volunteering and skill sec-
tions. Within their volunteering section, the students 
cooked for the homeless, completed litter picks and 
worked on the MCA garden. In their skill section, the 
students attended weekly sessions at the Manchester 
Rock Over Climbing Centre where they learnt the new 
skill of bouldering. The students are now completing 
their penultimate section which is the physical sec-
tion which involves using the school fitness suite and 
working towards a fitness goal. 

• Tia Rhodes
• Megan Nguyen

Year 7 Indoor Athletics -
• Kiya Burke
• Sharona O’Connor
• Shermell Adu
• Dorcas Nanitatila
• Jana Schonova
• Alex Donald
• Adetomiwa Effunuga
• Daniels Eglitis
• Noman Zaib
• Shaun Difference
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Aspirations: Club 79
December 2017 saw the launch of MCA’s first ‘Club 
79’, a programme aimed at supporting the high 
aspirations of year 11 pupils. Club 79 provides pupils 
with a bespoke programme of extra-curricular oppor-
tunities and visits, which will not only improves their 
chances of getting top GCSE grades, but also encour-
ages them to make more informed and aspirational 
choices about their futures. 

Over the coming months, Club 79 is offering a range 
of events including: university visits, a mathematical 
escape room game, a visit to a court room, a ‘robot-
ics’ experience at the Museum of Science and In-
dustry, revision and well-being workshops, as well as 
various academic lectures. We were immensely proud 
of the turnout at the launch event, and pupils have 
since shown a real enthusiasm and commitment to 
securing the best outcomes for themselves. Keep up 
the great work, Club 79 members!

Fizzy Drinks

Many young people regularly buy energy drinks that 
are high in sugar and caffeine; lots of children drink 
these fizzy energy drinks in volumes that far exceed 
the recommended caffeine intake for their age and 
size.

The label on every energy drink can say it all: ‘Not 
recommended for children under the age of 16’ yet 
68% of teenagers and 18% of under 10s are drinking 
them. Alarmingly, 12% of under 10s drink at least 1 
litre in a single session… that is the equivalent of 8-12 
shots of espresso coffee! Increased caffeine can cause 
serious health issues including: nervousness, anxiety, 
upset stomach, headaches, trouble sleeping, faster 
heart rate and high blood pressure. The most worry-
ing is that energy drinks have a massive link to poor 
concentration and this is especially disturbing during 
school hours. 

enough to receive two funding packages to support 
the emotional wellbeing for our students. Firstly, 
through a project supported by the Youth Sport Trust 
called ‘Active in Mind’. Along with the Health Ambas-
sadors a selection of students will be invited to be 
a part of the project looking at ways to use physical 
activity as a way to support their emotional needs. 
Secondly MCA have been successful in funding from 
the Anna Freud to train MCA staff to support the 
needs of students emotional wellbeing and increase 
the support opportunities we have for students in 
MCA. 

During Form Time MCA have launched the PiXL Well-
being Curriculum. This is an opportunity for students 
to look at their wellbeing around 3 topics: My Life, My 
Health and My Mind. For our students this is already 
drawing some interesting topics of conversation in 
ways to look after themselves physical and emotion-
ally. 

Sometimes students do not want to reach out to their 
parents or even their friends. We want to make sure 
our students are not alone, so we have given our 
students the opportunity to use Tootoot. This is a pro-
gramme where students can anonymously reach out 
to students for support and help if they are worried 
about approaching them in person. So far this has 
proved helpful to our students and improved their 
wellbeing and given them support they may not have 
previously reach out for. 

MCA is working towards the ‘Wellbeing for Schools’ 
Award. As part of this work we would love to hear 
from you to share how you feel we can support the 
wellbeing of our students. Firstly, we would like you 
to complete a survey which can be found in this mail 
drop and return it to Main Reception at MCA. Second-
ly, we would love to hear from you so please contact 
s.gerrie@mca.manchester.sch.uk if you have any 
suggestions we can help our parents improve their 
own wellbeing. 
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Sharp Futures
At MCA we work with a wide range of partners to 
provide opportunities to explore the work place and 
emerging industries. One of these is the Sharp Pro-
ject, home of a number of small and medium sized 

Prefects Make Their Mark
The MCA prefects are well and truly established and 
are now very easily identifiable with the arrival of 
their new ties. In order to make their presence dis-
tinguishable, the prefects are wearing a new grey 
tie with a turquoise badge and stripes. Recently, the 
prefect team have been involved in numeracy and 
literacy ‘breakfast blasts’ which has allowed them to 
work with younger students, coaching them through 
these vital skills and this term the prefects will be 
assisting in the leading of lunch-time sessions, in-
cluding: table tennis, music and foreign languages. In 
addition to this, some prefects will be released from 
their Wednesday afternoon Venture in order to ven-
ture across to the primary school to work with some 
of our year 3s. As per usual, the students have been 
aiding staff and parents during our parents’ evenings 
and you will be sure to see them on any of your visits 
to the academy. We know that all this extra work will 
help develop their own personal skills, confidence 
and unlock more of their leadership potential for the 
future. 

Upcoming Event: Engineering Visit

Armourers Ambassadors

The staff of Manchester University’s Armourers 
Ambassadors visited the Academy to run a workshop 
with our Year 9 Design Technology Girls. This was 
an exciting opportunity to bring a sense of purpose 
to the GCSE Design Technology course, showing our 
students how this GCSE fits into the real world and 
possible career choices ahead – for those with the 
flair to design.  It was a great opportunity for students 
to learn more about a range of materials and the 
amazing applications they can be used for. The Am-
bassadors were also able to give lots of advice on the 
courses on offer at Manchester University and career 
opportunities within Engineering which currently has 
a minority of women entering the sector as a career 
choice. Hopefully, this little taster has fuelled an ap-
petite for some future engineers from the Academy.

Following on from the Armourers Ambassadors and 
our tasters into the field of Engineering, all Year 10 
Engineering students will visit the National Rail Depot 
in order to learn about apprenticeship opportunities 
and potential work experience! As you can see, we 
are really pushing our students to understand that 
the GCSEs they choose really can lead to a dream job 
doing something that they love.

Jamie Oliver has set up a new campaign to try and 
convince the UK government to ban the sale of en-
ergy drinks to children under the age of 16. You can 
follow this campaign using the #notforchildren on 
social media.

Energy and fizzy drinks are prohibited at MCA  and 
students should be reminded not to bring them into 
school. If they do, they will be confiscated.



GCSE Cloud
Students: Dublin Adbue and Adedapo Efunnuga

Dublin and Adedapo developed a web app that allows 
anyone interested in expanding their knowledge in 
subjects of their choice, allowing the user to design 

Dynamic Beginnings
Aneka designed a workshop and event-led project 
which aims to show youths a new light to life through 
the power of music. Working with local youths to 
improve their aspirations and confidence as well as 
challenging the stereotypes of young people from our 
local districts.

https://contactmcr.com/project/theagency/

Christmas and Winter Showcase

We celebrated Christmas in wonderful style this year. 
It’s not everyday the Principal wears an inflatable 
Father Christmas outfit!

We also had donkeys make an appearance as well as 
celebrating in a variety of winter wonderland activi-
ties.

Year 8 students also made colourful paper chains in 
order to decorate the corridor for our showcase event 
and Christmas celebrations at the Academy. As you 
can see, it added some festive cheer to our corridors 
and welcomed over 150 guests to the Creative Arts 
Showcase. Our students never fail to amaze us with 
their talents, energy and encouragement of each oth-
er during the Christmas Showcase – it was beautiful 
to watch, listen and revel in their excellence. Student 

Success
Each year we work with ‘The Agency’ who come in 
and present their project to Year 11 students, which 
enables 15-25 year olds in Harpurhey and Moston to 
think of an innovative community project which will 
make a difference. The winning project ideas receive 
£2,000 funding to put their idea into practice. We 
are proud to say that for the second year running our 
students have won the funding! They are:

their learning using a selection of resources consisting 
of: videos, pod-casts and other relevant information.
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digital companies. The Sharp project started ‘Sharp 
Futures’ 5 years ago, which our students have been 
fortunate to be involved in, with a number of them 
having had visits to the companies and some having 
a full week’s work experience. MCA were invited to 
speak at their celebration event in January to talk 
about the impact this had had. Mr Jalloh, Hannah 
Rashidi (Y11) and Raqeem Hussain (Y11) spoke in 
front of a large audience, which included the CEO of 
Manchester City Council, Joanne Roney, Deputy May-
of Grtr Mcr Beverley Hughes, the poet Tony Walsh, 
and senior leaders of businesses in the digital sector.

The students spoke with incredible confidence and 
passion, articulating really clearly that their experi-
ence had had a significant impact on them, particu-
larly with how it’s shaped their thinking about their 
ambitions and their understanding of the skills re-
quired in the industry/work place.
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Outward Bound 2017
A group of our year 7 pupils attended Outward 
Bound, Ullswater. They showed great resilience and 
courage throughout the week when rock climbing, 

Cyber Security Session
Our students experienced an afternoon working with 
the SANS research institute on a new interactive 
Cyber Security package aimed at introducing young 
people to the work of Cyber Security and hopefully 
fostering a future interest in a hugely important and 
rapidly growing job sector. Students have spent their 
time by passing simple security systems, identifying 
patterns in codes and puzzles, modifying code, creat-
ing solutions and much more from the world of Cyber 
Security.

Homelessness Appeal

Last term in Venture, Year 7 and 8 worked extremely 
hard on a collaborative project which centred around 
homelessness – something increasingly visible in our 
city. The students explored the issues and reasons 
surrounding homelessness in Manchester as we 
attempted to understand how and why people live on 
the streets. We put together Christmas care packages 
which were collected by Reverend Jude Mitson (from 
St Anne’s Church, Manchester city centre) and then 
collected by their regular homeless visitors at one of 
their breakfast morning groups. Well done to all the 
staff and students in Year 7 and Year 8 Venture for 
their maturity, compassion and efforts!

MP Visit

MP Liz McInnes visited MCA on Friday 19th January to 
discuss the role of a MP in our democratic structure. 
Pupils from MCA’s School Council quizzed Liz about 
the issues affecting young people and how parliament 
is relevant to their lives.
Liz was impressed by the level of questioning and 
some pupils left inspired by her, saying they might 
take up a career in politics in the future. All concerned 
vowed to keep up this contact, so Liz could report 
back in the future on her role and take pupils con-
cerns to parliament.

Brainhouse Welcome
We were delighted to welcome the Headteachers of 
The Brainhouse Academy (Kenya), Madam Mary and 
Aggrey. This was their first ever visit outside of Kenya 
and they were with us for 10 days. During their visit, 
they worked with staff and students to share their 
knowledge and life experience, which was fascinating 
for both students and staff. 

Many of our staff visit the Brainhouse Academy each 
year and teach the Kenyan children. We hope in the 
future to take MCA student with us!
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The Adult Education Department at MCA works 
closely with our parents and the wider community 
to ensure that there are lots of training/employment 
and enrichment opportunities available locally. Our 
courses include cookery, art, English as an additional 
language, IT for Beginners and maths, to name but a 
few. All of our courses are free of charge and we can 
usually cater for all levels.
We also periodically run specialist courses in First Aid 
and Food Saftey and Hygiene, and are always inter-
ested to hear from local people that might be inter-
ested in these.

If you would be interested in gaining new skills, or 
getting help to find a new job, please call our team 
on 0161 202 0161 or email admin.community@mca.
manchester.sch.uk  

Adult Education and Enrichment

The Community team here at MCA run an active 
holiday programme for 8 weeks during half term
and summer holidays. Activities vary from multi- 
sports to street dance, and cookery to crafts with
frequent trips out and visiting performers and 
groups. The cost is just £10 per week and we are
working hard to ensure that priority spaces are of-
fered to our primary and high school students. If
you would like to find out about this or to book a 
place for your child, please call Zahid on 0161 202
0161 or email admin.community@mca.manchester.
sch.uk.

Holiday Programme

Community - COMe and join Us

Year 10 students worked with humanutopia to make a 
positive impact on themselves and each other during 
Anti Bullying Week. 10 students were chosen to speak 
on stage in front of almost 2000 school leaders from 
across the  country. WOW! How brave they were. We 
are so proud

Humanutopia

Jewish Museum
Y8 pupils visited the Jewish Museum in Cheetham to 
explore the role the Jewish community have played 
in building Manchester, with many arriving as refu-
gees from Nazi Germany. Pupils also asked questions 
about the impact of the Holocaust and the lessons 
there might be for us today. All concerned enjoyed 
this short visit and vowed to explore other cultures 
which have made up modern Manchester. 
Pupils also wore Jewish prayer shawls and skullcaps 
in the museum, asking questions about their purpose 
and design.

raft building, hiking and gorge walking. The pupils 
reported they had an amazing time and we look for-
ward to planning next years trip!

The Final (Year 11 Prom 2018) Countdown!
The Year 11 ‘Prom’ event to celebrate the ‘class of 
2018’ will take place on Thursday 12th July 2018 (at a 

secret location).  The whole event is provided free of 
charge and this is our thank you to our amazing Year 
11 students

It promises, as always, to be a fantastic event that will 
reward all the hard work from our students.
 
The VIP invitations will be given to Year 11 students 
in May. These invites are given to those who have 
tried their best, made good progress, demonstrated 
outstanding behaviour and had excellent (or signifi-
cantly improved attendance). We advise parents not 
to make purchases in preparation for the Prom event 
until the invitations have been received. To date we 
have organised three Prom events, which have all 
been wonderful, memorable events and we look for-
ward to another in July.
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Date Event
Friday 16th Febuary First Day of the Half Term Holidays

Monday 26th February - Thursday 15th March Year 11 Pre Public Examination and Y10 Class Assessments

Thursday 8th March KS4 Pathways Evening

Tuesday 13th March - Wednesday 14th March Y10 Art and Photography GCSE Exam

Tuesday 20th March - Wednesday 21st March Y10 Textiles and 3D Design GCSE Exam

Thursday 22nd March - Friday 23rd March Y10 Graphics Communication GCSE

Wednesday 28th March First Day of the Easter Holidays

Monday 9th April Return to MCA for all students

Key Dates

SCHOOL DATE 2018-19


