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Introduction to Disciplined Inquiry

• Between September 2017 and June 2018, every teacher and 
teaching assistant conducted their first ever disciplined inquiry 
at MCA.

• This involved designing a hypothesis to address a particular 
issue, engaging in educational research, planning a specific 
intervention or approach and evaluating using a range of 
qualitative and quantitative data. Many used control groups to 
further validate the findings.

• As will all types and levels of research, some interventions did 
not prove the initial hypothesis and this has been equally 
valuable in informing future practice as those that did have the 
intended outcome

• This booklet provides an overview of the strategies and approaches 
that were found to be effective for our students in our context

• We hope you found it useful and we would love to hear any 
feedback on the success of effectiveness of any of the strategies 
you may use in your own practice

• Thank you to all those who took part and shared in celebrating 
such a fantastic professional development opportunity at our 
June showcases

Susie Fraser

susan.fraser@mca.manchester.sch.uk



TO IMPROVE RETENTION 

• Distribute short revision activities throughout

• Provide revision books to collate revision activities

• Include regular worked examples of specific exam 
style questions at spaced intervals 

• Interleave low stakes tests throughout over a long 
period of time (more than one term)

• Provide cognitive aids-checklists, mini mind maps, 
learning placements, sentence starters, pictorial 
representations on learning

TO IMPROVE ENGAGEMENT

• Explaining and using growth mindset language-seeing 
setbacks as opportunities- improves engagement

• Build positive relationships using motivational and 
positive language ‘yet’

• Use mini-whiteboards before committing to exercise 
books to allow mistakes to be erased

• Students write their own exit tickets during a learning 
episode rather than being given an exit ticket at the 
end of a lesson

• Use TA to deliver planned, focused intervention



TO IMPROVE CONFIDENCE

• Use WAGOLLS regular so that students then use to 
apply to their own learning

• Explicitly teach emotional self-regulation and 
management techniques

• Celebrate work publically

• Provide students with key leadership roles in 
collaborative learning activities, including 
observing other groups and ‘spying’ to steal ideas 
and learning.

TO IMPROVE COMPLETION OF 
HOMEWORK

• Use online homework activities that allow you to 
track and provide feedback

• Provide a choice of activities but ensure these are 
linked to current scheme of learning

• Ensure timely feedback on homework tasks 
through peer assessment

• Use flipped learning structured research tasks that 
will be linked to new learning



TO IMPROVE EXTENDED WRITING

• PEEZEC (point evidence, explain, zoom, explain, 
conclude) strategies have a noticeable impact at 
assisting lower attaining students to improve exam 
performance

• Regularly use writing frames and topic sentences 
to support extended writing

• Use live modelling techniques

• Use school wide strategies (PEEZEC/Learning 
strips) to support transferability of skills

TO IMPROVE VOCABULARY THAT 
IMPACTS ON PERFORMANCE

• The explicit teaching of a “magpieing” strategy 
(steal vocabulary from other sources) increases 
application of vocabulary in student work

• Equip ‘lead learners’ with higher level vocabulary 
resources for them to use when teaching others

• Actively use word walls

• Use visual stimuli to promote discussion, support 
labelling and develop use of key vocabulary. This 
will also support memorisation of key concepts



TO ACCELERATE PROGRESS

• Include reflection and evaluation activities focused 
on learning skills and application (metacognition)

• Be explicit about the toolkit of skills available for 
each task (metacognition)

• Use a TA to deliver focused and planned 
intervention

• Use visual stimuli to promote discussion, support 
labelling and develop use of key vocabulary. This 
will also support memorisation of key concepts

TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR SEN 
STUDENTS

• Collaborate with parents to share concerns, set 
goals and identify specific responsibilities for all 
stakeholders

• Use TAs to deliver planned, focused interventions

• Build positive relationships using positive language

• Provide writing frames, sentence starters, word 
walls, learning placemats

• Use visual stimuli to promote discussion, support 
labelling and develop use of key vocabulary. This 
will also support memorisation of key concepts



I tried…. This happened..


