
Year 6 Transition – English 

Chapter 22 : Planet Anthallan
“ I met Kallan on the grass-covered plain that surrounds our city. I normally would have got 
there via the huge city arena, but that is swarming with AAs and Sky Eyes - I might have 
been stopped by people I know who might have invited me to share some greest, and I 
would have had to lie to explain why I could not, and none of my species is good at that. 
So I kept my head up and walked confidently where the perfectly round trees lend a degree 
of cover from Sky Eyes to get to this isolated spot.
To one side of us the uniformly short grass,trimmed regularly by the bot cutters, stretched 
to the horizon. To the other side, the city with its neat rows of pod homes arranged in wide, 
clean grids ... “  



TASK 1: Pre-reading activity.

Mercury Venus Earth Mars Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune

Did you know that the 
planets in our solar 
system are named 
after mythological 

gods? Even some days 
of the week are! 



TASK 2: Read the text and table below. 

Planet Character Descriptive adjectives 
for the sound

Mercury The winged Roman messenger quick, lively, powerful

Venus The Roman goddess of peace spiky, loud, aggressive

Mars The Roman god of war slow, soft, smooth

Jupiter The king of the planets and bringer 
of joy

quick, jumpy, flickering

Saturn The bringer of old age fast, loud, happy

Uranus The Greek god of the sky slow, soft, plodding

Neptune The Roman god of the sea loud, scary, playful

Between 1914 and 1918, Gustav Holst, a musical composer from England, 
created a seven piece movement called the Planet Suite. The music describes 

seven planets in the form of music, but looks at their moods or characters 
rather than their scientific properties. This was based on the mythological gods 
and goddesses. You can see a list of the planets and their given gods below, as 

well as some adjectives to describe the sound the music makes. Click 
here to 

listen!
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Planet Character Descriptive adjectives for 
the character

Mercury The winged Roman messenger Quick, lively, powerful

Venus The Roman goddess of peace Beautiful, ethereal

Mars The Roman god of war Angry, ominous, fiery

Jupiter The king of the planets and bringer of joy Cheery, impressive, majestic

Saturn The bringer of old age Saturnine, gloomy 

Uranus The Greek god of the sky Heavenly, icy

Neptune The Roman god of the sea Mysterious, other-worldly

TASK 3: Read the text and table below.

The mythical gods are each famous for having certain characteristics of their 
own. The table shows what kind of adjectives could be used to describe each 

god or goddess’s character and personality. 



TASK 4: Read the text and poem below.

On the right is a model poem 
about the planet Mars using the 
famous characteristics of the 
Roman God of  War. 

This is by a current Y7 student at 
MCA!

Can you select some words and 
phrases the student has used to 
describe the planet which make it 
seem like a person? 

MARS
Mars 
the all-powerful and majestic
god of war
the one who makes the stars shine claret at night
the one who takes his victims’ lives
with no hesitation
he is a guardian of the night 
he is content when he slays his victims of war
he rains hellfire 
that is what he desires 
that is what he admires 
he is a tyrant 

By Paul Varrechia



TASK 5:  Who will you choose?

Now you’re going to write your own poem based on any of the mythological gods and their 
given planets. Mars has been done already. Select a god of your choice and go to the next slide.

Mercury Venus Mars Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune



 Write your poem!

You can write a poem in whichever style 
you like. You can do a haiku, an acrostic, a 

rhyme… any type of poem! Try to use 
vocabulary which presents the character of 

the planet.

Use the checklist to help you!

RECORD YOURSELF READING YOUR POEM ALOUD OR TAKE A PHOTO OF IT AND CLICK HERE  
UPLOAD IT TO THE PORTAL TO WIN A FREE BREAKFAST AND ENTER THE PRIZE DRAW !!

CHECKLIST TICK

I have given my poem a title

I have used adjectives in my poem that describe its 
character

I have made it look like the layout of a poem

I have read over my poem to check for mistakes in 
my spelling, punctuation and grammar

COMPETITION 
TASK !!


