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Take a look at what MCA has been getting up to.

We are proud to share that our latest Ofsted report judged Manchester Communication 
Academy as a GOOD school in all areas, with an outstanding grade for the personal develop-

ment and welfare of students.

OFFICIAL...MCA IS A ‘GOOD’ SCHOOL 
WITH OUTSTANDING FEATURES!



Principal’s Message
Welcome from John Rowlands, Principal

Welcome to our latest newsletter which gives you a 
flavour of some of the amazing things our students 
get up to each day. 

This term has been a particularly busy one with 
exam season upon us and OFSTED recently com-
pleting an inspection at MCA. Thank you to the 
many parents who responded so positively to their 
questionnaire. The inspectors were impressed by 
the passion and support that you demonstrate for 
wanting the best for your children and in support-
ing us at MCA. 

We are obviously delighted to be recognised as a 
‘Good’ school in all areas with an ‘Outstanding’ for 
the personal development and welfare of students. 

‘The local community trust and value 
leaders. Pupils understand that teachers 
want the best for them. Consequently, 
they work hard for their teachers and 
value their education as well as the sup-
port that leaders provide.’

The inspection team noted many wonderful as-
pects of school life and commented to me that 
behaviour was ‘exemplary’, students were ‘proud 
of their school,’ ‘value their education’ and have 
‘strong attitudes to learning.’  

The report highlights many significant improve-
ments that have resulted in progress being above 
the national average for two years and amongst the 
best across all Greater Manchester Schools.

High quality personal development and extra-cur-
ricular activities are recognised as key strengths that 
provide ‘valuable opportunities for enrichment’ 
whilst ‘broadening experience and knowledge’

Whilst we do not function to serve OFSTED, it is 
pleasing that they have recognised these qualities 
amongst many others and I hope you can share the 
pride we have in the report. It means a great deal 
to us that parents and children can say that they 
go to a ‘Good’ school. Momentum to make further 

improvements must continue and I ask for your 
support in ensuring your child attends each day, 
ready to be their best. Help and support is on hand 
where appropriate. If you would like a paper copy 
of the report, please do get in touch with us. 

Our waiting list to join MCA grows each day and we 
have more students today than at any point in our 
history. This is great news and we must continue 
to work together to provide the very best for our 
young people. 

Everyday great things are happening at MCA and 
students experience many wonderful opportu-
nities.  We are now in the midst of exam season 
and we wish all of our Year 11 (and many Year 10’s 
too) the very best of luck. I am heartened by their 
appetite for success and proud of their commit-
ment. Every night we have students in vast num-
bers staying long hours with their teachers, often 
sharing a mug of tea and cake, going over some last 
minute support and revision. Seeing these things is 
something that pleases me most as it highlights the 
motivation of our students and the dedication of 
our staff. Many weekends and evenings are offered 
by our teams to prepare students in the best possi-
ble way. Staff are nervous just as students are and 
eagerly await at the end of exams to share their joy 
or reassure. It is so lovely to see. 

It can be a very anxious time, we have help on 
hand in school and I think parents do a great job 
in supporting us at home with revision and exam 
practice. Thank you- it really makes a difference. 
Please support us in ensuring revision continues 
throughout the exam period, whilst enjoying some 
family time too!

To all parents, on behalf of the staff and I, thank 
you. We really appreciate the opportunity to work 
with our youngsters each day and are proud of the 
young people they grow into. 

Please get in touch with your child’s progress lead-
er if you have any concerns or if there is anything 
we can do to support you. 

Best wishes,
John Rowlands, Principal



1

Showing the Band an internet dance move

The Band Performing

A student getting a picture

New Rules Visit
The Year 7 students had the opportunity to hear 
an upcoming band ‘New Rules’ perform their 
songs they have written. They spoke to the stu-
dents about their own experiences in life around 
mental health, online safety and cyber bullying. 
They shared their thoughts and guidance on how 
they coped and where to reach out for help if it 
was needed. They advised the students on look-
ing after themselves and if they have any queries, 
to always seek the support of friends or adults 
within and outside of School. 

If you’d like more information on mental health, 
online safety and cyber bullying don’t hesitate to 
ask a member of staff or check out:

Mental Health
• Mental Health Foundation
• Manchester Mind
• NHS - Greater Manchester Mental Health
• Young Minds

Online Safety
• NSPCC - Online Safety
• Saferinternet
• Internetmatters

Cyber Bullying
• Childline - Cyber bullying
• Bullyinguk - Cyber bullying
• StaySafeOnline - Cyber bullying

Tootoot can be used for all.



World 
Book Day
Students and staff had a wonderful 
time celebrating World Book Day. We 
used the day to embrace our love for 
reading and to have conversations 
about our favourite books and authors. 
There were a number of activities 
going on around the school through-
out the day, including competitions, 
raffles, book giveaways, reading circles 
and library visits. Year 7 and 8 students 
loved having the opportunity to spend 
some time in the Book Keeper’s Lair... 
a hidden cave within the school where 
peaceful reading is encouraged! 

It wasn’t all about the students, how-
ever, and staff looked amazing in their 
costumes, dressed as their favourite 
characters! Special shout out to the 
Global Understanding Department and 
their unique take on Snow White and 
The Seven Dwarfs, and to the Drama 
department and their great Gangsta 
Granny theme! They all looked stun-
ning and made a great effort to ensure 
the day was a success. 

In all, we managed to give away almost 
800 novels and have made a great 
impact on how our students view and 
enjoy reading.

We can’t wait for World Book Day 2020!

In the meantime, please don’t hesitate 
to ask a member of staff or check out 
Amazon Lists or Goodreads where you 
can find best sellers, top rated, book 
categories, recommended for you and 
much more.

Or if you have any recommendations 
feel free to pass them on!
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World Book Day | 2019
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English

Students with their free books

Book keepers Lair

English

MFL



Gothic 
Literature
In English, as an introduction to Gothic Liter-
ature, Year 7 visited the Gothic museum. Pupils 
learned about its gory history, listened to some 
of its sinister music and even visited ‘Arthur 
Gothic’ to hear a spooky tale! Following this, the 
pupils studied a variety of forms of gothic liter-
ature such as poems, extracts from books and 
short stories such as Goosebumps. The intention 
is to analyse how writers create those frightful 
moments we know and love. The students even 
got to write some scary stories of their own!
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Gothic Literature - Arthur Gothic (Mr Beddows)

Gothic Task
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Jamia Wilson 
Visit
We were glad to welcome International Author 
Jamia Wilson to our Academy today to work with 
our Year 7 students. Jamia’s writing focuses on 
inspiring young people to be the best they can 
be and finding the strength they need to change 
the world! Her new book, Step Into Your Power, 
talks about how to realise your own potential 
and build self confidence. This was Jamia’s only 
workshop outside London and one of only two in 
the UK. Our students loved it and we had a great 
day!

Jamia Wilson



?
6

Wembley Visit
The students of MCA had the opportunity to attend a football match at Wembley Stadium. The first 
match attended was England vs Czech Republic on Friday 22nd March. It was a night to remember as 
England won 5 – 0. 

The second match attended was the Women’s FA Cup Final on Saturday 4th May, where Manchester 
City beat West Ham 3 - 0. All the students were on the edge of their seats. 

The students were very well behaved and represented the Academy tremendously. The pupils thor-
oughly enjoyed every minute of the special occasions.

The Boys Trip

The Girls TripThe Wembley Stadium

DID YOU KNOW?
The first programmable computer was created by professors Tom Kilburn 
and Sir Freddie Williams at The University of Manchester in 1948



Manchester Art Gallery Visit
Our Y10 GCSE Art students went on a visit to Manchester Art Gallery for a life drawing workshop. This 
was their first experience of life drawing and the students created some excellent drawings. They were 
a credit to the school, and will be able to add the work they created to their coursework portfolios.

In addition, our Year 9 GCSE Textiles students also had the opportunity to visit the gallery recently, 
where they took part in a garment drawing workshop.

7

Life Drawing

British Science Week
During British Science week pupils developed their knowledge of careers available to them within 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). Pupil met STEM ambassadors such as medical 
students, mechanical engineers and website developers. This gave pupils an insight into STEM ca-
reers and the opportunity to discuss their future career aspirations and goals. They also took part in 
various activities throughout the week to inspire their future in Science including; Genetic mapping, 
reducing plastic in the ocean and how to make safe drinking water.
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Careers At MCA
Our students are given many opportunities to 
develop their knowledge and understanding 
of the labour market, careers and future path-
ways. Most recently, our Year 8 students have 
had workshops from Global IT company ‘CISCO’, 
with a visit to CISCO headquarters in Didsbury 
planned for June.

Our Year 10 students have had interactions with 
‘BE Boys’ the construction company who are 
building our brand new changing room complex 
on the site of our outdoor sports facilities and 
Mantra Learning who are the leading industry 
training providers in logistics, reverse logistics 

CISCO Workshop

and mechanics. All Year 10 students will be going 
on ‘Work Place Safari’ days in July, where they will 
gain industry insight and real world work experi-
ence. Partners who have agreed to host these days 
include UK Fast, HMG Paints, N Brown logistics, 
Royal Northern College of Music and Sharp Fu-
tures.

In June and July, all Year 9 students will be tak-
ing part in our ‘Careers Carousel Day’, where we 
have partners from the legal, digital, technology, 
creative sectors all attending, including BT Open 
Reach. 

Mantra Learning

Engineering Workshop
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Y11 Wellbeing Session
At the beginning of the year students were asked what part of their wellbeing they felt needed improv-
ing. They could pick from diet, sleep, emotional wellbeing, exam stress, social or exercise. They then 
had a number of workshops during which ‘top tips’ were shared which will hopefully support them 
during the exam season.

One group of year 11 students chose some of their favourite fruits and made smoothies. Whilst edu-
cation is important so is looking after yourself and taking time to concentrate on important issues, 
de-stressing and taking a break.

The Finished Product

Reward Trip
Two of the ‘English as an Additional Languages’* students who have been working tirelessly to learn 
English and to adapt to our school were taken to Manchester Museum as a reward for their dedica-
tion. In the museum they had the chance to look at the fossil, mineral and meteorites galleries, which 
were their favourites. They had a fantastic time looking at all the different and interesting exhibits, 
whilst learning new things, enhancing their knowledge and understanding of various cultures, reli-
gions and historical events. 

English as an Additional Languages (EAL)* = Stu-
dents who are new to the country are supported 

to help them feel at home.

Reward Trip



Barber Shop 
Chronicles
Contact Theatre, based in Central Manches-
ter have worked with us for a number of years. 
Early in the spring term they contacted our 
community team with an exciting opportunity 
for students who access African and Afri-Car-
ibbean barber shops to invite them to watch 
the Barber Shop Chronicles at the Royal Ex-
change. The play is a Fuel, National Theatre 
and Leeds Playhouse co-production and part 
of Contact theatre’s ‘Contact in the City’ 

The students, like African men across the 
world use barber shops not just as a place to 
get a haircut, but as a space for shared com-
munity. The theatre on the other hand is a rel-

atively new place and space for the group to
see their community represented in a signifi-
cant production. 

The Barber Shop Chronicles uses submersive 
theatre to involve the audience. The students 
entered the stage dancing, singing and per-
forming absorbed in the story of Barber Shops.

In the weeks afterwards the students worked 
with spoken word poet, Reece Williams to tell 
their story of barber shops of Moston Lane. 
They returned to the theatre for their debut 
performance presenting their own barber 
shop stories.

The Students with Bar-
ber Shop Chronicles

10

?DID YOU KNOW?
Vimto was invented in the centre of Manchester in 1908 by 

(John) Noel Nichols



A student on stage

The students at the 
Royal Exchange 

Students performing their 
creative response
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Community and Partnerships
Deputy Mayor Visit
On Thursday 14th March, MCA were delighted to welcome Baroness Beverley Hughes, who is Greater 
Manchester’s Deputy Mayor for Policing, Crime, Criminal Justice and Fire. Baroness Hughes was keen 
to visit the Academy to learn about the methods which have led to big improvements in our Progress 
8 measures and being named in the recent Parliamentary review. The visit was also to explore our re-
cently acclaimed best practice work around safeguarding and particularly linked to knife crime.

Adult Learning
This term within the Community department, we have delivered the following courses; 

• Talk English sessions, for new arrivals
• ESOL sessions, Beginners and Advanced, 
• Accredited English – Levels 1 & 2
• Accredited Maths – Levels 1 & 2
• A customer Service and Employability course
• Two Teaching Assistant courses, Level 2
• A Confident Parent, Confident Child course
• IT for beginners
• Level 1 Certificate in Vocational Studies (Retail)
• Feel Good Friday – Which also includes Chair Yoga and Choir
• Level 1 Certificate in Vocational Studies
• Level 2 award in Food Safety and Catering

We have had 123 learners attending these courses this term alone, 17% of these being GMAT parents. 
We currently have seven learners’ who have become volunteers here at Manchester Communication 
Academy, supporting our children within the school day. One of these learners has been successful in 
securing a teaching assistant job recently within our EAL department. 

Holiday club
Over 150 children and young people recently enjoyed our Easter Holiday club, during which they all 
recieved a free easter egg! and over 200 signed up to our May Half Term Club. Details of our action 
packed 4 week summer holiday club will be released at the end of this month

For more information on the above community activities and our community programme please email 
communitycollege@mca.manchester.sch.uk 

Deputy Mayor with MCA staff and students
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Exchange Visits
On the 17th of May we received a visit from C.R.A Alto Cidacos, a school in La Rioja, Spain. Some year 
9 students had the opportunity to show them around MCA and get to know a bit more about school in 
Spain. After visiting the Primary Academy, they met some of our students from the EAL department. 
Here, they played a guessing game where they students spoke in their native language, with other 
students guessing where they were from. After this, the students took the exchange pupils around 
the Academy to showcase the departments and what takes place in them. It was amazing to see the 
students interact and have conversations about the differences between the schools, especially the 
uniforms, the variety of sports we have in our curriculum and the building. It was a fantastic day, and 
well enjoyed by all.

We have also hosted visits from schools from Norway, Germany and The Netherlands this term.

Exchange with C.R.A Alto Cidacos 

Collyhurst Big Local
The Collyhurst Big Local Partnership recently delivered an opening event of the newly renovated Irk 
Valley Bridge, as part of their Connecting Collyhurst programme. As the LTO (Locally Trusted Organ-
isation) for the Collyhurst Big Local Partnership, MCA staff have been supporting this piece of work. 
In addition, an MCA student was invited to write a poem which symbolised the opening of the bridge. 
Amber from Year 9 wrote and read out a beautiful poem at the event which will be published by the 
Collyhurst Big Local very soon!



Enterprise
Year 8 students recently had their first taste of enterprise during our ‘aspire curriculum’. Students 
were tasked with turning £10 into profit, by developing a small business idea. Some students took 
the opportunity to take advantage of some warmer weather by opening an ice cream business for 
the day! Through creativity and producing marketing materials students successfully made profits 
which were put towards our other fundraising funds which at the end of the year will go to a partner 
in school called ‘The Brainhouse Academy’, which is situated in the Mathare north slum in Nairobi, 
Kenya. 
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The team

The product

Customers lining up



Student Corner

Thank you to everyone for sending your questions 
and articles in. If you have any tips, articles, ques-
tions, awards or work you’d like to share please email 
it to newsletter@mca.manchester.sch.uk with the 
subject Student Corner along with your name and 
year.

Preparing for exams
In the weeks leading up to the exams:
• Plan revision timetable and stick to it
• Submit practice questions to your teachers and 

get feedback
• Test yourself using flashcards
• Create mind maps from memory and then use 

your notes to improve and fill in gaps
• Attend all lessons and additional revision sessions
• Look back at feedback you have received over the 

course and make sure you are confident with the 
targets that you have been set

The week before the exams:
• Keep to a regular sleep pattern-aim for 8 hours 

a night where you go to sleep and wake up at a 
similar time

• Eat well, drink lots of water and exercise-it is 
important to stay as healthy as possible in the lead 
up to your exams

• Plan some time to do things you enjoy and social-
ise with friends and family

• Check your exam timetable and modify your revi-
sion schedule so that you prioritise appropriately

• Create questions for any areas you are still uncer-
tain of and ask your teacher

The day before:
• Prepare things the night before; make sure an 

alarm is set with plenty of time for breakfast and 
time to get to school for morning revision

• Avoid cramming-at this stage you should be well 
prepared so select the 5 main things you need to 
remember and focus on these

• Listen to music, have some quiet time, do some-
thing other than revise just before you go to bed 
and get a good night’s sleep

• Give yourself a pep talk-you have done all you 
can, we are proud of you, you can do this

Young writer’s poetry 

escape competition

Year 7 Football Team

The year 7 football team have completed a fantastic 
season in which they won the league and remained 
unbeaten. The team finished off with a final on Mon-
day where they lost narrowly 1-0 to Co-Op. The lads 
have been fantastic all year and should be proud of 
their achievements. Well done!

Earlier in the year, Key Stage 3 students had a won-
derful opportunity to develop their creative writing 
skills and explore poetry writing thanks to the Young 
Writer’s Poetry Escape competition.

Students From Year 7 to 9 were asked to write a poem 
on a theme or topic of their choice with the chance 
of having them published in a nationally released 
collection, which resulted in some incredible pieces 
of writing. Class teachers had a thoroughly enjoyable 
time reading through each one. 

We were extremely excited to discover that, after sub-
mitting our entries, 127 of our students were chosen 
to be published in the final collection. This is a great 
achievement for our students, and proves that they 
are some of the most creative, imaginative and tal-
ented young people in the country.

Copies of the Poetry Escape collection are available in 
the school library, and those students who have been 
published will receive a copy to keep.
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Your work

Megan Parker in Year 8 has been working on creating 
a mindfulness posted and this is the final outcome. 
She wanted to share it with the students of MCA with 
the message ‘worrying solves nothing in life’. Thank 
you Megan for sharing this. 

Destiny Bartram

Megan Parker

Wojtek Roczniak

Alexander Whiteoak-Darlington

Valentina Beqa

16



highlights

Higher, Faster Stronger Competition

Keep up-to-date with us by following us on our social media platforms. Just use @ManComAcademy to find us!

National Maths Day

Y11 French Rewards Trip

Y10 Performing Arts getting ready for their 
exams 

Y8 Interactive Career Workshop

Y7 practicing contact improvisation and liftsStaff completing a Mental Health First Aid 
Course

EAL Cooking lessons

Y8 Kameron led an awareness session on 
LGBTQ+
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Save the Date
Holidays

End of Academic Year
Fri 19th July

Parents
Y7 Parents Evening
Wed 3rd July (3:30 - 6pm)

Stay Upto Date

Website
www.manchestercommunicationacademy.com

Social Media
@ManComAcademy

YouTube
Greater Manchester Academies Trust

Location
Silchester Drive, Harpurhey, Manchester, M40 8NT

Phone Number
0161 202 0161

Email Address
admin@mca.manchester.sch.uk

Events
Young Singer of the Year
Thursday 27th June 

Duke of Edinburgh 
Practice Expedition
Fri 27th - Sat 28th  June 

Art Exhibition
Wednesday 26th June

Duke of Edinburgh 
Assessment Expedition
Fri 5th - Sat 6th  July

Singer of the Year
Fri 12th July

Words and Music
Wed 17th July

Notices
GCSE Exams
Starts: Mon 13th May

Y8 Injections.
Mon 10th June

Y10 PPE
Starts: Mon 17th June

Y10  PPE Results
Tue 16th July


