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Manchester	Communication	Academy	is	a	fully	inclusive	mainstream	comprehensive	11-16	academy.	Currently,	
students	on	the	SEN	register	have	a	range	of	special	educational	needs.	These	include	Aspergers,	Autism,	hearing	
impairments,	visual	impairments,	learning	delay,	dyslexia,	dyspraxia,	ADHD,	speech	and	language	and	communication	
difficulties.	We	currently	do	not	have	any	students	with	a	physical	disability.		

Students	are	identified	in	a	number	of	ways.	This	can	be	through	feeder	school	referral	at	the	point	of	transition,	parent,	
teacher	or	self-referral,	information	received	from	Health	or	through	data	analysis	which	suggests	a	lower	rate	of	
progress	or	significantly	low	attainment.	Following	any	of	these	referrals,	contact	will	be	made	with	the	appropriate	
agency	for	further	assessment.	We	do	not	assess	or	diagnose	for	any	special	educational	need.	We	work	closely	with	
external	agencies	to	provide	accurate	specialist	assessment	which	help	inform	our	understanding	of	a	student’s	specific	
special	educational	need.	Our	admissions	policy	does	not	discriminate	against	any	student	based	on	the	special	
educational	need	or	disability.	

All	teachers	and	teaching	assistants	receive	regular	updates	and	training	on	improving	quality	first	teaching	which	
includes	ensuring	the	progress	of	all	pupils.	This	year,	some	of	the	topics	that	have	been	covered	include:	

• Effective differentiation strategies 
• Ensuring effective feedback 
• Metacognition  
• Cognitive Load Theory 
• Effective study skills based on cognitive science 
• Questioning 
• Developing extended writing 
• Developing literacy and numeracy across the curriculum 

In addition, all teachers and teaching assistants have conducted a disciplined inquiry based on area that is specifically 
relevant to their work and a number of these focused on improving outcomes for students with SEND. 

TAs also have regular training on strategies to maximise the impact of TAs and have the opportunity to specialise in an 
area of expertise relating to SEN. 

SEN funding is used to ensure high quality first teaching and to ensure that there is a solid infrastructure for learning 
support. This includes class sizes of no more than 20 students. SEND students also have access to a resourced area to 
support with social skills and social communication. Students with EHC plans will receive a combination of appropriately 
targeted interventions, in class TA support and small teaching groups in addition to high quality differentiated teaching. 
Funding is not delegated to one to one TA support as research suggests that this is a barrier to long term progress and 
developing independence. 

Parents of children with SEN are invited to contact the school and meet with a member of the SEN team whenever they 
feel this is necessary or appropriate. These are led by a member of the learning support team and there is a clear 
structure to the meetings with allows the meetings to be pupil focused. For students that have statements of EHC plans, 
one of these meetings will be a person centred review to review the statement of EHC and all agencies involved with the 
family will be invited. The students are asked to consider the main questions that will be asked at their meeting prior to 
this. This can either be done with a member of staff or ideally with a family member. We feel that this then allows the 
young person to have a voice in their own meeting without being put on the spot. The young people are also asked to 
complete pupil viewpoint questionnaires following any intervention.  In addition, parents are invited to annual coffee 
mornings to share with other parents what is going well and strategies that are useful.	


