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Parent Notice
Please be mindful when parking outside of school as 
the traffic can be very dangerous to you and your chil-
dren. Please try to drop your children off in the safest 
place possible to ensure that there is no undue risk to 
you or your child.
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Principal’s Message
Welcome to our latest newsletter. It’s a great opportu-
nity for us to let you know what has been going on at 
MCA of late. Of course, this is only a flavour and I hope 
you enjoy the read.

Everyday great things are happening at MCA and 
students experience many wonderful opportunities.  
Again, we are proud of our results from last year; the 
progress our students make is ‘Above Average’ when 
compared to the Manchester and national picture for 
the second year running. This is wonderful for us as it 
shows what tremendous work our students, families 
and staff do to ensure our students achieve. However, 
for us to be above average, it means that other schools 
are below average and we can take no comfort in this 
as schools up and down the country are all working 
incredibly hard to improve the life chances of students. 

At MCA, we are much more than GCSE results and we 
continue to provide many opportunities for students to 
engage with, both in and outside the classroom. With 
over 70 activities after school each evening and a build-
ing open until late, there should be a range of options 
to keep all students occupied. Our Health and Wellbe-
ing and Creative departments are thriving and support 
students in developing key life skills. All students in key 
stage 3 have access to free instrumental music tuition, 
learn how to cook wholesome meals and develop skills 
that will not necessarily just help them to pass an exam 
but also help them succeed in life.  Please encourage 
them to share this with you at home. They should cer-
tainly be cooking for you every now and then!

I am pleased to say we now have a learning space called 
‘The Zone’. Students in Year 10 and 11 can ‘get into the 
zone’ each morning from 7am to complete extra revi-
sion, seek careers advice and All students arriving be-
fore 7.45am can also have a free bagel, cereal, porridge 
and juice! This is also available to other students who 
want a quiet place to read or complete additional study. 
We have also introduced a pop-up library in reception 
each Wednesday. All students who use this facility will 
receive a token for a free bagel at break time. It is great 

to see so many students reading throughout the acad-
emy; I hope this continues at home. Please let us know 
if you would like some books for children to read at 
home. 

Please be aware that the school dates for next year are 
on the website.  As always, please support us by ensur-
ing that your child attends each day on time. It makes a 
real difference. 

At parents’ evening, we always offer advice about how 
to support your child at home in their school work. You 
will know that we complete additional study during 
our after school programme at least two nights a week 
which your child must attend. In addition to this, you 
will find our homework projects on the website. Stu-
dents are never stuck for work at home and we use 
several online learning platforms that can be accessed 
from home. Please ask if you are unsure how to access 
these. They have a huge impact on learning and we 
encourage children to complete study each evening 
whilst ensuring there is enough time to socialise and 
spend quality time together as a family. 

Finally, our Year 11’s are coming into the exam season. 
We will do all we can to support them every step of the 
way. It can be an anxious time for all concerned. We are 
here to help anyway we can. 

We wish them luck.

Please get in touch with your child’s progress leader if 
you have any concerns or if there is anything we can do 
to support you. 

Here’s to a great spring term.

Best wishes.
John Rowlands, Principal



Words and 
Music
MCA’s first ‘Words and Music Christmas Special’ 
took place at The Irish Centre on Wednesday 
19th December. The crowd was treated to a va-
riety of performances showcasing the immense 
talent of our pupils in both English and Crea-
tive Arts. From monologues by Scrooge’s Three 
Ghosts, to the incredible high notes reached by 
Ruvimbo, to a powerful film about homelessness 
in Manchester, to some beautiful original songs, 
performances and stories - our students truly 
did us proud!

Watch the video on our YouTube channel (Great-
er Manchester Academies Trust).
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Words and Music - Marion & Esther  

Armando & Destiny  Winter 
Showcase
On Wednesday 12th December, over 40 students 
performed in the school’s annual Creative Arts 
Winter Showcase. The performances ranged 
from singing to live bands, from dancing and 
poetry, not to mention the silent movie created 
and directed by our year 8 film club! The stu-
dents involved once again showed their utmost 
commitment, enthusiasm and talent. Thankyou 
to all of the staff, governors, parents and wider 
community for attending- we had a full house 
with 150 audience members!

Watch the video on our YouTube channel (Great-
er Manchester Academies Trust).

Certi Followers



Chinese 
New Year
On Tuesday 5th February staff and students celebrated the 
Year of the Pig at MCA. We enjoyed fortune cookies as we 
arrived at school and some students had the opportunity 
to take part in a Lion Dancing workshop practising tradi-
tional Chinese martial Arts. Students also took part in the 
Chinese New Year quiz. 
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Medical 
Mavericks
In December, a group of medics from the Medical Mavericks or-
ganisation visited MCA with a large amount of medical equipment 
that is used everyday by nurses, doctors and surgeons. These in-
cluded anything from X-Ray machines, keyhole surgery equip-
ment, blood test, ultrasounds and a whole lot more. Throughout 
the day every student in Year 9 was given the chance to be taught 
how to use this equipment and an opportunity to speak to two 
medical professionals giving them an insight into the world of 
medicine and the procedures that these professionals carry out 
every day.
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Chinese New Year

Medical Mavericks

Blood Test

Surgery Skills



Outward 
Bound
The year 7’s went to The Outward 
Bound Trust in Ullswater. The Outward 
Bound Trust is an educational charity 
that uses the outdoors to help develop 
young people from all walks of life. It 
helps them learn new skills such as 
setting and achieving goals, listening 
and communicating effectively, facing 
challenges with determination, coop-
eration and collaboration, maintaining 
a positive outlook, even when things 
get tough, effective leadership skills 
and building relationships.

Some activities involved jog and dip, 
steam boat trip, hiking, camp craft, 
canoeing and gorge walking.

The students absolutely loved their 
time at The Outward Bound Trust  
centre, and since coming back to the 
Academy the students have most defi-
nitely implemented their new skills 
into their education.   

Watch the video on our YouTube chan-
nel (Greater Manchester Academies 
Trust).
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Outward Bound | 2018

Gorge Walking

Night Orienteering

Team Building

Boating

Hiking



The Writers’ 
Squad
A wonderful group of Key Stage 3 stu-
dents have been working alongside The 
Writers’ Squad this half term in order to 
develop and celebrate a love of creative 
writing and reading. They have looked 
at a wide range of influences and styles, 
in turn creating some beautiful original 
work.

Next half term, they are going to con-
tinue this work and move towards a 
finished piece together that they will 
perform for the Words and Music club 
in school.

Challenge 
Award
Congratulations to Ibrahim Ahmed in Year 7, who won 
this term’s vocabulary and literacy challenge award. By 
challenging himself to use a wider range of vocabulary 
in all his writing in each subject, Ibrahim showed great 
commitment and drive to achieve. 

He, along with many others, completed Mr McCallan’s 
vocabulary bingo challenge, and was then entered into 
(and won) a draw for a certificate and voucher to spend 
on any book he wanted. 

Congratulations again Ibrahim, and enjoy your prize!

Who will be next term’s winner?
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Manchester City Council 
Work with Prefects
The Year 11 Prefects worked 
alongside Manchester City Coun-
cil on a  Local Industrial Strategy 
engagement session. The aim of 
the session was for our students 
to give their views and opinions 
on  Manchester’s labour market 
and the opportunities available to 
them in the city. The information 
gathered will then be used to feed 
into the Local Industrial Strategy. 
The prefects had some very good 
discussions and debated with 

each other showing great com-
munication. Students described 
what their dream job was and 
were able to discuss and critical-
ly think about how they can make 
those dreams a reality. A really 
productive session and an amaz-
ing opportunity for our prefects. 

The Writer’s Squad

Manchester City 
Council



RSPB 
Birdwatch
Year 8 pupils got ready for the RSPB’s Big 
Garden Birdwatch (26-28th January 2019). 
The Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s 
largest garden wildlife survey. The pupils 
have learned about how nature is in big 
trouble, species numbers have declined 
dramatically in recent years and it’s vital we 
work together to help their recovery. RSPB 
focus on their priority list of species and 
help nurture their recovery.

One way we helped at MCA was by taking 
part in the survey and reporting our results. 
The classes made pine cone lardy seed 

feeders to hang in their garden, yard, 
balcony or the park, to attract birds and 
take part in the survey. They took  home 
a recording sheet to collect results. Pu-
pils brought back their results and we 
upload them to the RSPB website.

The learning has helped our classes de-
velop their interest in wildlife and the 
world around us!

All photos can be found on the website.

Finished Bird 
Feeder

Adding the lard and seeds together

Adding the feed to 
the cone

The	finished	result
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Sports 
Report
This half term students have took part in a number 
of competitions across numerous sports. Some 
notable successes come from our year 7 students.  
The year 7 football team have reached the last 4 of 
the Manchester cup after an outstanding display 
against Co-Op, eventually winning 4-1 on penal-
ties after it finished 3-3 at full time.  The year 7 
Netball team have had similar success after win-
ning the league and beating MCMA 7-2. 

Alongside the success in the competitions, our 

GoalBall Winners Football Team

Sports Leaders

year 9 sports leaders and members of the sports 
leadership academy hosted and led a primary 
dodgeball competition as part of the Manches-
ter School Games. Every student represented the 
academy with real enthusiasm.  Finally  an excel-
lent effort from Adesola, Jason and Dennis who 
achieved gold in goalball. All students showed ex-
cellent courage and teamwork to bring the gold 
medal back to MCA. Well done team! 

Taekwondo
Success
On Saturday 1st of December Elias a 
Year 9 student at Manchester Com-
munication Academy went to Spain 
with the GB Cadet Squad to attend 
the European Cadet Champion-
ships. Elias, despite injuring his foot 
in his first bout, won four tough 
fights and won a bronze medal!  This 
contributed to GBs final medal tally 
of two bronze medals.

Elias trains at Taekwondo Machine, 

a club born at MCA 8 years ago and 
still based here as one of 42 commu-
nity groups using the facilities. The 
club now has around 60 members 
and given the successes of Elias and a 
number of other members regularly 
competing at National and Interna-
tional Opens, they are actively seek-
ing sponsorship from both public and 
private sector organisations. 
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Elias with his 
medal



ESA
Clubs
Our extensive extra-curricular programme offers students a wide range of opportunities to 
share their interests, learn new skills and develop important life skills.

Below are students taking part in some of the clubs on offer. To see the 70+ clubs we offer on 
a weekly basis, please visit our website: www.manchestercommunicationacademy.com/esa-
clubs

Student Corner
This term recommended reads. Students are invited to come along to our library to find out more and borrow books to 
read at home.

Key Stage 4:

Key Stage 3:

WOW Words
Developing vocabulary is so important in helping stu-
dents to understand more challenging and demanding 
knowledge but also in helping them to develop their 
thinking and speaking in  a more sophisticated and 
scholarly way. How many times can these words be 
used correctly in your home this term? Who uses them 
the most? Could you challenge each other to see who 
can get a full house.

Etymology Explorers
The history of words in the English language is fas-
cinating.  Did you know that the English language 
borrows words from over 300 other languages?! Ety-
mology means the origin of a word and the historical 
development of its meaning. Can you explore the ety-
mology of these words and tell someone at school what 
you find?

BINGO
DISTRIBUTE EMERGE GENERATE ACQUIRE

DEMONSTRATE FREQUENT CONFRIM GRADUALLY

DETERMINE CONSISTENT RECOMMEND COOPERATE

ETYMOLOGY EXPLORERS

COFFEE ALGEBRA KETCHUP AWKWARD DUMBBELL

14 15

KS3 Basketball

Drama Club Music

Art Club

World Cooking

Student Recommendations: Alice in wonderland, Gangsta Granny, Mein Kampf, the communist Manifesto, The MAze runner, 
Tom gates, 1984 and the Roald Dahl books.



Your questions
What type of food does Mr Ali cook?
In cooking club we cook Pakistani and Indian food, 
which are all authentic home style cooking. Mostly 
spicey! (World Cooking - Monday in Food 1 - Y7 &Y8)

Your Articles
Writing by Demi-Leigh M
Writing is an amazing thing. You can write anything - 
novels, fiction, short stories, poems, etc. 

Writing is like an escape from reality. Why? Because 
anything can happen. Writing’s one of the many ways 
that you can show your imagination and creativity. 
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ACROSS
1.  two times
3. making a particular or minor changes to 

something
4. A long spell of dry weather resulting in a 

serious water storage
6. Information, especially of a biased or 

misleading nature, used to promote a 
political cause or point of view.

7.	 an	attempt	to	find	something
9. making little or no noise
11. a small narrow river
14. second-hand
15. being the only one of it’s kind; unlike 

someone else
16. a work of oustanding artistry, skill or 

workmanship
19. a sequence of single notes that is mucis-

ally satisfying; a tune.
20. someone with a lot of commone sense 

and knowledge
22. the team trying to prevent the other from 

scoring
25. water which collects at droplets on a cold 

surface when humid air is in comtact with 
it

27. a board game played on a chequered 
board

29. an act of defeating an enermy or op-
penent in a battle, game or competition

30. the way in which text or pictures are set 
out on a page

31. confused because something isn’t under-
stood.

1. the speed at which a passage of music is 
or should be played

2. developing drama from inital stimulus, 
usually without a script

5. An idea or explaination that you then test 
through study and experimentation

8. an angle that measures less than 90 de-
gress but more than 0 degrees

10.	 the	condition	of	being	physically	fit	and	
health

12. a forcible overthrow of a goverment or 
special order, in favour of a new system

13. point or direct at a target
17. a strong, regular repeated pattern of 

movement or music
18. a repeated decorative design
21. hello in French
23. The study of living things
24. unfasten, untie or loosen
26. goodbye in Spanish
28. someone who is generous, helpful and 

thinks about other peoples feelings.

DOWN

1 5 9 2
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4 2 6 1

9 7 5
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8 9 6
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DO
KU

V A L U E W D H F C G Z H V O K M

R E Q U N O Y O A L G E B R A I O

F R E W F E E A M S Q C P K I H N

D T D W R S P R L A T S A O C Y O

V Y G H E Y S E C O L L A G E T L

H T N E M E L E W I T Y V O P E O

B E A S D Q I O C A L M F B G D G

K X T E X W S P F C E N T U R Y U

L T I D S A X T X B U E U P T U E

P U O L I H K O C V Y S P R O P U

S R N B N C O L O U R W Y I G D B

W E I L J S A W E R G E T K Q H I

Successful
Calm
Element

Algebra
Nation
Coastal

Colour
Texture
Collage

Monologue
Prop
Value

Century

WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORD
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How can I stay motivated to do revision or homework?
• Find a quiet place to work so you can focus easily 

and make sure to bring everything you need, all 
the right materials, utensils, a drink and a snack. 

• Remove all distractions so you can solely focus on 
work or revision

• Work on what you find hardest first so you can get 
them out the way.

• Break the task into small sections so they’re more 
manageable and it’s not so overwhelming.

• Always try to keep your end goal in mind. Try 
making both small and big goals, these can be 
weekly or monthly, it’ll be easier to see the end 
goal. Don’t forget to reward yourself when you hit 
your goals. 

• Create a study or homework routine, varying 
what you do so you keep it interesting. Homework 
could be done when you first get home, you’ll 
still be in work mode and what you’ve learnt will 
still be fresh in your mind. It also means you have 
the rest of the night to do what you want. Or you 
may find you work best at night once you’ve had a 
minute to relax. Find when is best for you.

• Understand your learning style. Find out what re-
vision techniques works with your learning style. 
Once you’ve found a few different techniques you 
can switch them up, so you don’t get bored. 

• Try different approaches, go somewhere other 
than home, this could be the library or a café. Re-
vise or do homework with friends, they could help 
you on something you may not understand or you 
can bounce thoughts off each other.

• Don’t forget to take regular breaks; it’ll help with 
productivity. 

• Don’t stress, if you need help ask a teacher.
• Don’t let it take over your life. 

How can I organise my time regarding my homework?
• Create a list of what you need to get done with 

dates so you don’t miss deadlines. Set reminders 
in your phone never miss the turn in date.

• Set priorities. Have you got a piece of work that’ll 
take you longer or has a fast turn over?

• Stay focused
• Colour coordinate, you could do these in sub-

jects, due date (E.G. Red: Next Day, Orange: Week, 
Green: Done), or how long it’ll take you.

• Consider other activities, do you have practice, 
plans with friends and family? If you are busy and 

know you can’t do homework on a certain day, 
schedule it in for another day.

• Don’t put work off until the last minute. If you are 
struggling ask for help from a teacher, friend or 
parent. 

How can I be successful during a test?
• Revise a little each day and try not to cram 

everything in at once. (refer to previous questions) 
• Don’t panic, read the questions carefully, and take 

your time. Ask your subject teacher how long you 
should spend on each question.

• Try practising old exams and go over the sections 
you got wrong.

• Practice explain your answers to others, they can 
help you to highlight areas you might have missed 
and what points you’ve hit.

• Eat brain food (E.G bananas, nuts, fresh fruit and 
vegetable, avocado and green tea)  

How much revision should I be doing per week?

I’m in Y7 and would like to be one step ahead, what type 
of revision is good for me?

Thank you to everyone for sending your questions 
and articles in. If you have any tips, articles, ques-
tions, awards or work you’d like to share please email 
it to newsletter@mca.manchester.sch.uk with the 
subject Student Corner along with your name and 
year.

In order for learning to be commited to memory, we 
need to revisit it frequently. At KS3, you will find that 
spending 2-3 hours a week revisiting your learning. 
This should be learning for that week but also from 
previous topics. At KS4, this should increase to at 
least 4-5 a week.

• Spend time recalling from memory what you have 
covered in your lessons that day or week. 

• Use the subject specific guidance on the website 
in the homework section on how to go further

• Read as much as you can; ask your teachers for 
books or articles that will be linked to the subject.



Save the Date
Holidays

Easter Break
Mon 8th - 22nd April

Bank Holiday
Mon 6th May

May Half Term
Mon 27th - 31st May

End of Academic Year
Fri 19th July

Parents
Y9 Parents Evening
Wed 3rd April 

Y8 Options
Wed 1th May

Y7 Parents Evening
Wed 3rd July (3:30 - 6pm)

Stay Upto Date

Website
www.manchestercommunicationacademy.com

Social Media
@ManComAcademy

YouTube
Greater Manchester Academies Trust

Location
Silchester Drive, Harpurhey, Manchester, M40 8NT

Phone Number
0161 202 0161

Email Address
admin@mca.manchester.sch.uk

Events
Auditions: Singer of the 
Year (Y9-11)
Fri 5th April 

Devoping Singer Award
Fi 3rd May 

Young Singer of the Year
Fri 14th June

Singer of the Year
Fri 5th July 

Words and Music
Thurs 11th July

Notices
LCM Singing Exams
Mon 1st April - Thurs 4th April

Y8 Injections.
Mon 10th June

Y10 PPE
Starts: Mon 17th June

Y10  PPE Results
Tue 16th July


